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THE WEST BENGAL FIRE SERVICES ACT, 1950°

West Ben. AclL XLIX of 1950,
West Ben, Actl XX VIIof 1951.
West Ben. Acl X of 1952,
West Ben. Act XIII of 1957.
AMENDED . West Ben, Act XXI of 1960,
West Ben, Act XXV of 1962,
West Ben. Act X of 1977.
Wesl Ben. Act X of 1588,
Wesl Ben. Acl V1l of 1996.

[30th March, 189501

An Act 1o provide for the maintenance of a fire brigade, for the licensing
of warehouses and for ceriain other matters.

WHTREAS 1t is expedient lo provide [or the maintenance of a fire
brigade, for the licensing of warchouses and {or certain other malters;
Itis hereby enacted as follows:—

CHAFTER 1.

Preliminary.

1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Fire Services Act,
1950.

(2) Invextends to the whaole of West Bengal.

(3) Tt shall come inte force Y[in such local or other areas} and on such
dates? as the State Government may, by notification from time to ime in

'For Stoternent af Qbjects and Reasans, see the Caleuire Gazette. Evtraordinary. doted
the 1 7th February, 1950, Part IV, pages 21310 223, for the procecdings of the West Bepgal
Legislalive Assembly. see lhe proceedings of the mecling of the West Bengal Legislonve
Assembly, held on ibe 28 February, 1950.

*These words within the square brackets wene substituted for the words “in such local
areas" by s_2(1) ol the Wesi Bengal Fine Services {Amendment) Act, 1960 {West Ben. Act
XXI of 1960).

*This Act came into force on the ERth day of April, 1950, in the following Iacal areas,
namely,—

{1y Calcuntaas dedined in clause (11} of section 3 of ihe Calouuta Municipal Agt. 1923,
[The Caleurta Municipal Act, 1923 (Ben, Aet 1T ol 1923y was repealed and ne-enacted hy the
Calcutia Municipal Act, 1951 (West Ben. Act X20(1U of 1951.)]{2) The Municipality of
Garden Reach. (3) The Municipality of Budpe Budge. {4} The Municipality of Barrackpore.
(3) The Municipalily of North Barmckpore, (6) The Municipalily of Bhatpara. (7) The
Municipalivy of Naihaii, (8) The Municipality of Kanchropara, (9) The Municipality of
Panihate. {10) The Municipality of Halisahar. (11} The Municipality of Ganaliz. {11} The
Municipality of Titagarh. (13} The Municipality of Khardah. (14) The Muonicipality of
Kamarhati. (15) The Municipality ¢f Notth Dum Dum. {16) The Mumeipality &f Seuth Dum
Dumi. (17) The Municipality of Dom Dum. (18) The Municipality of Bamnagar. (19) The
Municipality af Tollygunj. (20} The Municipality of Spuih Suburban. (21} The Municipality
of Howrah. (12) The Municipality of Bally. (23) The Municipality of Unarpara, (24) The

[Foor-nete 2 continvied next page.]
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the Official Gazerte, direct; and the State Government may by like
noti fication withdraw this Act '[[rom any such area]

*Provided that when the fire brigade s sent to any place outside any
such arca this Act shall be deemed to be in force in such place for all
purposes connected with service therein.

Delinitions. 2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context,—

(a) the expression “building” has the same meaning as
assigned ta 1t in the relevant municipal law in force in a local
area;

*(aa) the expression “building rules™ means the building rules,
building regulations, or butlding bye-faws, made under the
relevant municipal law and in force in a local area, and
includes any other building rules or regulations, or any
development control rules ar regulatitons, by whatever name
called, made under any other law for the time being in force
an in foree in any local aren;

[Fost-npte 3 continued from page 199.]

Municipalily of Konnagar. (25) The Municipality of Serampore. (26) The Municipalily
&l Hooghly-Chansutah, (27) The Municipalily of Bhadreswar."(28) The Municipality
of Bansberia, (29) The Municipality of Champdani. (30) The Municipality of Baidyabari.
¢31) The Municipality of Rishra. {32) The Municipality of Kotcung. (33 The Municipality
of Raniganj. (34) The Municipality ol Asanzol. (35) Thi Municipality of Burdwan, (36) The
Municipality of Jalpaigun. (37) The Municipality of Siliguri.

{Vide nalification No. L.5.-G. 1A-1/50, dated the 18th April. E950, published in 1he
Calcutian Gazerte, Extraardinary, of 1950, Part I, pages 493-494,}

This Acl came into [orce on the st day of August. 1950, in the following local arcas.
onamely, mauze Lillooah, sursdiction List No. 12, thana Bally. district Howhar (vide
nolification Mo, L. 5.-G.1 A-9/50, dated Lhe 19th July. 1950, publishedin the Culcitra Gazetie
of 1950, Parnt I, pags 1495).

This Actcame into loree, withelfect from the 23.9.54, in eertain areas within the police-
stations Sankmil and Tagacha. Vide notification No, 8007/F.1F-7/53, dated 10.9.54. published
in the Calcunia Cazerte of 1954, Par [, page 3156.

This Act came into foree in cenain local argas in the disirict of 24-Pasgonas, Vide
notification No. 7955F, IF-4/55. dated 13.9.55. published in the Cafeutta Gazente of 1955,
Pan [, page 3828,

This A¢tecame inte foree wilh elfect from the 28.5.59 in the local area, Chandemagore,
in Lhe disinict of Hooghly. Vidz nolificalion No. 4323/F.1A-1758. daled 15.5.59, published
in the Cofcurra Gazerie of 1959, Pan |, page 2005, )

This Act came ime foree with effect from the 20.10.60, in the Municipality of Cooch
Behar, Vide notificauion No. 11920/F.1A-5/60, daled 14,10,60, published in the Calcwira
Guazerre of 1960, Pan [, page 3247,

'These words wilhin the squarc brackels were substituted for the words “from any such
local arca’ by s, 2(2) ol the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1960 {West Ben.
Act XXT of 1960).

This proviso was added by s. 2(3), ibid.

*Clause (o) was substiuted for the original clause by s, A1), fbid. Therealier, present
clauses (a)and {an) were substituted forprevious clause (o} by s. 2( 1) of the West Bengal Fire
Services {Amendment) Acl. 1996 West Ben, Act VIT of F990).
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(Chaprer I.—Freliminary.—Section 2.)

“lhe Collecior” means, in relation to Caleutta, the Collector
of Slamp Revenue and in relation 16 any other '[arca), the
Collector of the distrtct within which the 'Jarea] is comprised;
“Ihe Commissioner” in relation to the Collector means the
Divisional Commissioner to whom Lhe Collector is
subordinale;

1% * * * »* *

“director” means the Director of Fire Scrvices appointed by

1he State Government;

“Dhisirict Magistrate” means the Executive Magistrate

appointed o be the District Magisirate under sub-section (1}

of section 20 of the Code of Criminal Pracedure, 1973, and

includes an Additional District Magistrale;

“the fire brigade™ means the fire brigade maimained by the

State Government under section 3 ** * * [and includes an

Auxiliary Firc Brigade raiscd under section 3AJ;

“fire-fighting appliances” mean [ire-engines, [ire-escapes,

accoulremenrs, equipments. iools, implements and things

whatsoever used for fire-fighling and include motor cars,

motor ¢ycles, trailers and other means of wansport;

the expression “fire prevention and fire safety measores”

means stch measures as may be provided in the butlding rules

or in any other [aw for the time being in force, or as may be

prescribed, for the prevention. control and fighting of fire

and for cnsuring Lhe safety of life and property in the casc of

fire;

“hazardons substance” means—

(i) such explosive within the meaning of the .Indian

Explosives Act, 1884, or .

(i) such explosive substance within the meaning of the
Explosive Substances Acr, 1508, or

{iii) such dangerously inflammable substance within the
meaning of the Inflammable Substances Act, 1952, or

(iv) such combustible substance, or

(v} such toxic subslance,

as the State Government may, by notification, specify;

"The word within the square brackets was substiluled for the words “local aren™ by s. 3(2}
of the Wesl Benpal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1960 (West Ben. Act XXI of 1960).

*Clause {d} was cmilted by 5, 2¢2) of the West Bengal Fire Services {Amendment) Act,
1996 (Wesl Beo, Acl VL of 1994),

’Clavse (ze) was insered by s. 2{3), ibid,

*Firstly, the words “and includes an Auxiliary Fire Brigade miscd undersection 2A" were
added by <. 3(3) of the West Benpal Fire Services (Amendmem) Act. 1960 (WesL Beo. Act
X XI of 1960). Larter, those werds were omined by 5. 2{4) of the West Bengal Firc Scrvices
(Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben_ Acl VITaf 1996},

MC)nuse {ge) was inseried by 5. 2(5), ibid.

*Clauses (h), tha), ith) and (hey were substituted Cor oviginal clavse (by by &, 2000, {bid,

189
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'(ha} “high-rise building” means a building the height of which is
feurteen and a hall metres or more.

Explanation.—For the purposes of this Ac, the heightin
rclation toa building shall mean the verticol distance measurcd
from the average level of the centre line of the sireet or
passage 10 which the plot of land on which the building is
silvated abuts to the highest point of the building, whelher
with flat roof or with sloped roof,

Ithb) “high-tisk building™ means a high-rise building or a building
with such occupancy within the meaning of the relevant
municipal law in ferceinalecal area, orsuch otheroccupancy,
or such building, or such class or classes of buildings, as the
Siate Governmenl may, by netification, specily;

'the} “licensed agency” means a person or association of persons
to whorm a licence has been granted by the Direcior in the
mannerpreseribed forunderiaking orexeculing fire prevention
and fire safely measure or for performing such ather related
activilics required to be carried out under this Actin such area
as may be specified by the Director;

*(hh) “lacal arca™ means the area over which a local authority has
jurisdiction ‘[or any other area defined by boundaries for the
purposes of this Act];

(hil) “local authoricy” means a munictpal avthority or Industrial
Township Auatharity within (he meaning of the relevam
mwrcipal law ora Gram Panchayat, Panchayai Saniiti, Zilla
Parishad, or Mahakwne Parishad, constituted under the

West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973; West Ben.
Act X1 of
3% * % * * £ * 1973,

*(in) “members of the fire brigade” includes persons employed in
the West Bengal Fire Service and also volunteers or other
persons enrolled in an auxiliary fire brigade;

(ib) “nominated authority’ means an officer, not below the rank
of station officer, as may be nominated by the Dircctor, or
such officer as may be nominaled by Lhe State Govermment;

'See foot-nole & on page 189, anve,

*Clause (hh) wacinserted by s. 3(4) o[1he West Benpad Fire Services (Amendment) Aci.
196G {West Ben, Act XX1of 1960),

*These words were insened by 5. 2(7) of the West Bengal Firg Scrvices (Amendmeny)
Acr, 1986 (West Ben. Act VI of 1996).

*Clavse (hhh) was insened by s. 3(8), ifid,

*Ciause (1) was omitled by s. 2(9), ibid,

*Clause (ia) was inscried by 5. 33) of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act,
1960 (West Ben, Act XXT ol 1960).

"Clauses (iby, (ic). (id) and {ie) were inserted by 5. 2( 10) olthe West Bengal Fire Services
fAmendmenty Act 1996 MWesr Ben Acr W ol 1996/)
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fChapter | —Preliminarv.—Seciion 2.)

“natification™ means a nolification published in the Qfficial

Gazeite,

“oceupier” means a person living in, or otherwise using, any

land or building owned by him, ora person who, for the time

being, is paying, orisliable topay, lo the owner the rentor fee,

or is making, or is liable 1o make, contractual payment to the

owner for adjusimenl of rent or fee, or damages, or any

portion thereof, on account of occupation of any land or

bullding, and includes a rent-free tenant;

“owner” means a person who, for the time being, isrcceiving

the rent of any land or building or any part of any land ar

building, eithcr on his own account or as an agemt of a person,

or trustee for a sociely for any religious or charitable purpose,

oras areceiver who would receive such rent if the land or the

building or any part thercofl were et 1o a lenant,;

“person” includes an undivided Hindw family, and a firm or

company or asseciation of individuals whether incorporated

of not; )

“prescribed” means prescribed by rules made by the State

Government under this Act;

“premises” means a land or building or hut or part of a land

or building or hul, and includes—

(i) the garden, ground or out-house, if any, appenaining

therelo; or

(1) any ftings or fixtures affixed to abuilding or huwt or part
of a building or hat for the more beneficial enfoyment
thereof;

“processing” means making, allering, repairing, wealing or

otherwise dealing with any anicle by mcans of steam,

aleclricity ar other power;

“the relevant municipal-law” mcans—

(i) the Howrah Municipa! Corporation Act, £980, or
(ii} the Calcuua Municipal Corporation Act, 1980, or
(iii) the Siliguri Municipal Corporation Act, 1990, or
(iv) he Asansol Municipal Corporation Act, 1990, or
(v) the Chandemnagore Municipal Corporation Act, 1990, or

(vi) the West Bengal Municipal Act, 1993,

‘See faot-note 7 on pagel90, ante.
*Cleysgs (1), (la}, (1b), (Ic} and ({1d) were substituied for prginal clause (It by s. 2{1 1) of
the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Adl, 1996 (West Ben. Act VH of 1996).

191
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'(lc) “requisition for fire safety” means Lhe stalement showing the
requirements of fire preveation and fire safely measures o be
provided in a premises;

Yid) *“supenior nominated aulthority™ means suchofficer, not below
the rank of Divisional Fire Odlicer, as may be nominated by
the Director, er such officer as may be nominated by the State

L

Government.
1% ” * * L L *
2% * * * " ¥ *
CHAPTER II.
Fire Brigade.
Mainre- 3. (1) The State Government shall maintain a fire bridge *[for the
Qgﬁ:ﬁ;mm purposes of extinguishing fire and protecting life and property in the case

eic.. of firc of fire and for rescue services and such other services as the State
brigade. Governmemt may, by notification, specify, in the local arca or any other
arca) in which (his Act is in force and may, if it thinks fit, send the fire
brigade to any place outside any such area*[for such purposes orservices. ]

(2} The fire brigade shall consist of such number of members and shall
be otherwise constituted in such manner *[, and shall consist of such
organisational set up,] as the State Governmenl may think fir.

(3} The fire brigade shall be under (he direction and ¢ontrol of the
Director who may, with the previous sanction of the State Government and
subject to the orders or rules, if any, made by the State Government under
section 4 gr section 40, as the case may be, frame such regulations as he
thinks fit celating to—

(a) the general administration and control of the fire brigade,

(b) the cquipments, clothing and accoutrement of the members of
the fire brgade, their classification and duties and distribution
of work among them,

(c) the place at which or the limits of the area within which the
members or any class of members of the fire brigade shatl
ordinarily reside, forensuriag thatthe services of themembers
or such class of members ¢f the fire brigade may be readily
available, and

18ee fool-notc 2 on page 191, anse,

*Clause {m) and the “Expinrarion’ therelo were amitted by s. 2(12) of the West Bengal
Fim: Services (Amcndmenr) Act, 1994 (West Ben, Act VI of 1996).

‘Sections 3 and 3A were first substinuted for the original seclion 3 by s, 4 of the Wesl
Bengal Firc Services (Amendinent) Act, 1960 (West Ben. Act X X1 of 1960). Lates, section
3A was esubsituted by s. 4 of the West Bengal Fire Services {Amendment) Act, 1996 (West
Ben, Act YIL ol 1596).

*The wards within the square bragkets were substiluled for the words “for service inthe
local or other areas™ by s. 3a(i), ibid.

*These words werne subslituled for the words “‘for service therein.” by 5. 3(a)(ii), ibid.

“These words were inserted by s 3(b), ibid,
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(d) oIl other maucrs which he considers necessary for
rendering the fire brigade an efficien Fire-fighting force.

13A. The State Governmen? may allow raising of ap auxiliary [ire  Auxiliary

brigade for the purposes of extinguishing fire and protecting life and M Brigade.
property inthe case of fire and for such olher services as may be determined

by 1he State Government in any local area or any other arca in which this

Actis notin force, by the local authority for thal area, or any organisation

or institunen, on such terms and conditions as inay be determincd by the

State Government, and wray provide such assistance as may be necessary

Tor raising of such fire brigde and allow enrolmeni of volunteers and other

persans as members of such fire brigade on such terms and condittons as

the local authority, wilh the prior aprovat of the Stale Government, may
clelermine.

*3AA. (1) There shallbe a fire prevention wing in the West Bengal R
Fire Service which shall consist of such number of inspecting officers and {’w"j‘i;‘;““""
other s1aff as the State Government may determine.

(2) The Director shall be responsible for the smoalh and efficient
operation of the fire prevention wing.

(3) The inspecting officers and other staff shall be appointed by the
Director 1n such manner and shall receive such satary and allowances as
may be prescribed.

{(4) The functions of the inspecting officers shall be as folkows:—

{a) 10 inspect buildings, cincima houses, theatres and other
places of public entertainment 1o se¢ whether fire prevention
measures have been taken and to test periedically the fire
extinguisher, firc installation and cther fire fighting
appliances in such buildings, cincma houses, theatres or
other places;

{b) 1o determinc the method of maintenace of water supply for
fire fighting purposes in any building or place,

(c) to inspcul means of cscape in any building or place and lo
suggest creation of means of escape and fire prevention
measures;

(d) to render assislance Lo any statutory autharity when se
requested by it in mauters connected with fire prevention or
fire protection;

{e) such other funclions as may be prescribed.

'See [ool-nole 3 on page 193 ante,

“Scaion 3AA was inseried by 5. 2 of the West Bengal Free Services (Amendment) Act,
1977 (West Ban Act X of 1977}
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{Chapter I1.—Fire Bripade.—Sections 38, 4.)
Powirs of 13IB. The members of the auxiliary fire brigade raised under section
::fxri'i!’a'f; oL 3A may be given such of the powers cxercised by the membors of the fire
brigade. brigade employedin the West Bengal Fire Services asthe State Govermment

may delermine.

Power of 4. The State Government may from time to time make such general
g‘g:;mmem or special orders *[and make such rules,] as it thinks fit—
cl;)?dnclsskfvilh for furnishing the fire brigade with such fire-fighting
mspect 0 the appliances as it deems praper;
(ire brigade.

for building or providing stations, or hiring places, for
accommodating the members of the fire brigade and keeping
ins fire-fighting appliances;

for giving [rewards] Lo person who have given notice of

fires and ta those who have rendered effective service 1o the
fire brigade on the cccasion of fires;

for the training, discipline and good conduct of the members
of the fire brigade;

for the speedy auendance of members of the fire brigade with
necessary lire-fighting appliances on the oceasion of any
alarm of fire;

Sfor sending the members of the fire brigade with necessary
fire-fighting appliances, beyond the limits of any *[arca] in
which this Act is in Joree, tn order to extinguish fire in the
neighbourhood of suchlimits on suchierms and conditions as
it deems proper;

ISeclion 3B wasinscrted by 5. 500 (he West Benpal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1996
{(West Ben. Acl VI of 1996).

-For the Rules for the regulating the recruitment of members of the West Benpal Fire
Services, made under s, 4 of this Act ond article 309, proviso of (he Conslitution, ses
notification No. L.5.G,. 3R—8/50, dated 24,11 51, published in the Culewtra Gazette, of
1951. Part I, Pages 3281-3286. as subsequently amended from lime Lo lime.

‘The words wilhin the square brackels wene insened by 5. 6(a) of the West Benpal Fire
Services (Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act VI of 1996).

*For nolification relating (o Order for giving protuiles {rewards) for service on the
gccasion of fircs, see notification No. L.8.G. 285-28/50, dated 8.1.51, published in the
Calcutia Gazette, of 1951, Part 1. page 131.

*This ward swas substituted for the word “graiunes” by s. 3 of the West Bengl Fire
Scrvices fAmendment) Act. 1951 (West Ben, Act XXV of 1951).

“For noti ication in connection wilh Order relziing to sending membersofthe firc brigade
of 2 panicular area ta extinguish fire pulside that anca, see notification No. L.5.G. 2F.-49/30
{1y, dated 28.252, published in the Cefcutta Gazette of 1952, Pan I, poge 1303, as
subsequently amended.

"Substinmed for the words “local arca” by s 5(1) of the West Bengal Fire Services
(Amendment) Act. 1960 (West Ben. Act XX[of 1960),
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{Chapter II—Fire Brigade.—-Secrion 4A.)

'for the *employment of the members of the fire brigade l '__'
on such terms and conditions as it deems proper in any work P
not connecled with extinguishing fire, for which the fire
brigade may in its opinion, be uscfully and appropriately
cmployed,

for enforcing discipline and imposing punishment on any
member ol the fire brigade who may infringe orders *[or
for giving awards to any member of the fire brigade, whose
performance is commendable];

“for regulating and controlling the powers, dulies and
functions of the Director *[and the other members of the
firc brigade]; and

generally, for the maintenance of the fire brigade in a due
state of efficiency °[, for recruitment against various
categorics of posts under the {ire brigade and for regulating
the terms and conditions of service of the members of the
fire brigade].

4A. (1) Where "[the fire brigade is sent beyond ®(its jurisdiclion  Fees payable i
to an area)] in which this Acl is in force, in order to extinguish fire Eg;;‘r:‘r’égi:“"
¥{in a prcmises which otherwise would have required a 'Fire Safety  arcas where
Certificate’ under section 11C or a license under section 12.] shall he  lhe Actisnot
liable 1o pay such fe¢ as may be prescribed in this behalf, in force. |
(2) The fee referred to in sub-section (1) shall be payable within
one month of the service of a notice of demand by the Director on the
occupier and if il is nol paid within such period, it shall be recoverable

as a public demand.

'Substitutcd forthe paragraph beginning with the words “lor the employment of the members
of the fire brigadc™ by 5. 5(2) of the West Bengal Scrvices {Amendment) Act. 1960 (Wesl
Ben. Act XXT1 of 1960).

*For notification in connection with Order relating to the employnient of members of the
firc brigade in work ather than fire extinguishing, se¢ notification No, L.5.G, 2F-48/50. dated
12.11.51, published in the Calenrtet Gezelte of 1951, Part 1, pages 3113-3118, as subsequenly
amcnded [rom time 1o lime,

*The words within the square brackels were inserted by 5. 6(b) ol the West Benpal Fire
Services {Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Acl V1T ol 1994).

*For notification refating to Grder for regatating and condrofling the powers, duties and
lunctions of the Director, West Benpal Fire Services, see notlicatioNo. L.S.G. 2FA7/50, dated
13.7.50, published in the Calcunta Gazetre of 1950, Part |, page 1594, as subscquently amended
[rom time to lime,

3The words within the square brackels were inscrted by s. 6{c) of the West Bengal Fire
Services (Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act VI of 1996).

“The words wilhin the squarc brackels were inseried by s. 6(d), ibid.

*This new scctlion was inserted by s. 4 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) LT
Act, 1951 {¥Wcsl Ben. Act XXVIT of 1951). Lo

¥These words werc substiluted for the words “members olthe lice brigade ane senl beyond
the limits of any local area™ by s, 6 of the West Bengal Fice Scrvices {Amendieni} Act, 1960
{Wesi Ben. Act XXI of 1960}

¥The words within the first brackels were substitured for the words “the litnits of any area™
by s, 7(a) of the West Benpal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act V1T of
1996).

“The words, ligures and lelter within the square brackets were substituted jor the words
“ina wun:houic oraworkshop in ;hc neighbourhood of such limits, the accupier of the warchouse
Ar the ninrkchnm™ bae ¢ Th rhidf
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[West Ben. Act

(Chupter {—Fire Brigade—Sections 4B, 4C, 5.)

B,  [(Duries of members of fire brigade).—Omitted by 5. 8 of the
West Bengal Fire Services (Amendmeni) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Acr VI
of 1996)].

\4C.  [(Prohibition of resignation er withdrawal from duries without
permission or notice)—Onrived by 5. 5, ibid.].

5. {1) On the occasion of a fire, the Director or the officer in charge
¢f the members of the fire brigade on the spol, may—

{a) remove or may order any member of the fire brigade o
remove, any persons who by their presence inlerfere with
the duc operations of the fire brpade;

(b) by himself or by members of the fire brigade, break into
or through, or pull down. any premises for the purpose of
pulling an end to Lhe fire, doing as little damage as possible;

{c) cause the mains and pipes of any area Lo be shul off so as
16 “[ensure] greater pressure of waler in the place where
the fire has occurred;

*(ec)} cause the waler of any siream, cistern, tank, well or clher
available source of water supply, public or.private, 10 be
utilised for the purpose of extinguishing, or limiting the
spread of, such fire;

(d) exercise the same powers for dispersing any assembly of
persons likely to obstruct the operation of the fire brigade,
as if be were an officer in charge of a police-station and
as if such an assembly were an unlawfu! assembly and shall
be entitled to the same immunities and protection as such
an officer, in respect of the exercise of ‘[such powers;]

(e) generally take such measures as may appear necessary for
the prescrvalion of life and property;

S(f) require anelectric supply company or a gas supply company
lo disconnect supplics and 10 remain as stand-by for duty
until the fire is fully extinguished;

*g) require the Calcutta Tramways Company (1978) Limited
or aRailway company, \elecom company or eleciric company
1o remove overhead lines Lo facilitate movement of fire-
fighting appliances during [lire-fighung operations;

'Seclions 4B and AC were insened by 5. 7 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Anwendmear)
Act. 1960 (Wesi Ben. Act XXI of 19603,

‘The word within the squarg brackers was sypstituted for the word “give” by s, 10{a) of
the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Acy, 1996 {West Ben, Act VI of 1936},

'Clause(ec) was insered by <. 8 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Aimendment) Act, 1964
{West Ben. Acl XX1 of 1960},

*The words wilhin the square brackess wene substituled Jor the words “such powers, and”
by s, Ig(b} of the Wesl Bengal Fire Services {Amendment) Acl, 199G (West Ben, Act Vil
of 1996),

‘Clauses (). {g). (W) and {1) werc inserted by s. 10{c), ibid. .
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XVIIT of 1950.]
(Chapter II.—Fire Brigade.—Sections 5A-35D.)

h) requirc the local authorities o give prior notice about
blocking of roads within the local area so that routing of
fire appliances may be planned; and

I(i} require telecom companics lo assist in tracing and recording
fire calls.

(2) The Directer or the officer in charge of the members of the fire
brigade on the spol, may verbally nominalc and depule ¢one or more
member or members of the Nre brigade 10 act al a disiance; and such
member or members shall have for the time being the like powers as
the Directlor or such officer himsclf possesses under this scclion.

*5A. The local authority or any other agency responsible for water  Lecal

. : : aulhority or
supply in an arca or owning a source of water or rescevoir, shall secure - agency

adequale supply of water ta the mernbers ol the fice brigade or the auxiliary  tosecers
fire brigade raised under scction 3A for fire fighting operations on no- f_"_'zll"lgl}' of
charge basis, and shall ensure that such supplies are available at all ’
material imes for such purpose.

'5B. The Director or the superior nominated awthority may requre  Person or

. : imraing ; authoniy 1o
any persaon or authorily maintaining any fire fighting arrangemenls (o provide al

provide all assistance 1o deal wilh fire or rescue service. asSISARCT 10
deal with lire
and rescue
SERANe.

'SC, Whenever any vehicle of the fire brigade *[proceeds] 1o a fire  All wehicles

[sounding its] fire alarms, all other vehicles, *[other than] police vehicles :2 ﬁir:‘w“y

or ambulances, shall give way to such vehicle of the [ire brigade. brigade
vehicles, elc,
pracecding Lo
afinc.

5D. Any person who makes a malicious call 1o suntmon the fire  Penally for

brigade 10 any place where there is no fire or apprehension of fire or 'C'Ei';'c:“"“

need for rescue work, shall be punishable, on conviction, with fine not  summen firc

excceding fifty thousand rupecs or with imprisonment for a term which ~ brigade.

may cxlend to six months or with bolh.

1522 [oo1-note 5 on page 196, ante

*Section 5A which was onginally insercd by s. 9 of the West Bengol Fire Services
{Amcndment) Act, 1960 {West Ben. Act XX of 1960) was substiluled by s. 11 ol 1he Wesl
Bengal Fire Services (Amendiment) Acl, 1998 (Wesi Ben. Act VIl of 1936).

*Section SB which was onglmlly insericd by s. % of the West Bengal Fire Services
(Amendinent) Act, 1960 (West Ben. Act XXI of 1960) was substituted by s, 12, iDid.

1Section 3C was inscricd by s. 9 of the West Bengal Fiee Services (Amendment) Act, 1960
(West Ben, Act XXT of 1960).

*The word within (he square brackets was substituled for the words “is proveeding™
by &, 13(a) of the West Bengal Fice Seevices {Aittendimeat) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Acl VIL
of 1996).

®The words within the squane brackels were substituled for the wards “and using™ by
5. 13{b), ibid.

*The words within the square brackels wene subslituted lor the words “npl being” by
5. 13(e). ibid.

"Seclinns 0 and SF wene insened by = 14 ibid
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{Chupter IF—Fire Brigade—Sections 5E, 6-8.)

Penally for 18E. Any person or agency causing obstruction 1o fire brigade 10
Lﬂ'if:ifm draw walcer for fire-fighting purposes frem any sescrvoir or source lacated
L“rig;‘fjc o in any premises shall be punishable, on conviclion, with fine not exceeding
draw water fifvy thousand rupees or with imprisonment for a tenn which may extend
E;?,ﬁg 10 six momhs or with both.

PUITESES,

Police 6. Police-officers of all grades shall be autherised and beund 10
offcetsio  aid e fire brgade in the exscution of its duties. They may close any
E:l;:!:::ulﬂli:ﬂigof sireet in or neac which a fire is burning; and they may, on their own
its dutes. mation or on 1he request of the Direcior or any member of the fire brigade,

remove any persons who imerfere by ibeir presence with the operations
of 1he fire brigadc.

Non-liability 7. No officer al the police and no member of the fire brigade shall

ot he held liable to damages on aceount of any act done by him in the

mdanages.  pona fide belief that such acl was required for the proper execution of

his duties.
Enquiryinto 8. (1) In the case of any fire oceurring within any *[acea] in which
origin of fin: . . . .
and reporito Lhis Act is in force, the seniormost officer in rank among the members
Momstirte.  oF the fire brigade in that *farea) *(or where members of the fire brigade

are sent beyond the limits of any *[area] in which this Act is in force
te extinguish fire in the ncighbourhood of such limits, the seniormost
officer in rank ameng the members so sent), shall ascertain the facts
as Lo the origin and cause ol such fire and shall make a repon thereon
(o the ‘[District Magistrate] having jurisdiction in ihe place in which
such fire “[has] occurred $*% * » =*

18ee fooi-nate 8 on pape 197, anre.

*The word within the square brackews was subslituted for the words “local arca™ by
s. 10 of the West Bengal Fire Services (A mendmenty Act, 1960 {(West Ben. Ace XXT of 1960).

"The words within 1he [irst brackets were inseried by 5. 5 of the Wes1 Benpal Fire Services
(Amendmane) Agt. 1951 (West Ben. Act XXVII of 1951).

*The words within the square brackels were substituted for the word “Magistate™ by
s. 15(a){i) of the Wesl Bengal Fire Services {Amendment) Acr, 1996 (Wesi Ben. Act VI
of 1996},

*The word within the square brackets was substituted for the wornds “shall have™
by s. 15(a)i), ibid.

“The words ™; and the siad Magistrate. inany case wheee he may decm fil, shall summen
wilnesses and Llake cvidence in order 1o 1bhe further ascerizinment of such facts” were omitled
by 5. 15(a)ii), iid.
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Ben. ActTV
of 1566,
Ben. Actll
of 1866.

{(Chapter I — Fire-works, ete.—Sections 9, 10.)

(1A) The District Magistrate on receiving the reponi under sub-
scction {1) may, if he deems fit, cause, either by himself or by any other
Magistrate nol below the rank of Sub-Divisional Magistcate, an enquiry,
summon witnesscs and take evidence about the cause of fire and
effcctiveness of the fire-fighting operations and recommend actions as
may be required to be laken Lo prevent recurrence of similar fire incidents.
The District Magistrate shall submit his findings along with his
recammendations to the State Governmenl under intirtation 0 Lhe
Direcior, The Director shall take such measures as he may deem fit and
necessary on the basis of the said findings and recommendations, and
inform the State Government accordingly:

Provided that the State Governmenl may require any fire incident
1o be enquired into by a commiltee specially conslituled for the purpose
in additian to, or in place of, the enquiry as aforesaid.

*(2) Copies of the report referred to in sub-section (1) may be
furnished by the District Magistrate to a fire assurance company or other
person interested, on payment of such fees and in such manner as may
be prescribed.

CHAPTER INI

Fire-works, etc.

M. No person shall let off rockets or send up firc-balloons or sell
fire-works within any area in which this Act js in force, without a license.
A license for letting off rockets or sending up hire balloons shall, in
any ar¢a, be subject to the provisions of clouse (11) of scction 66 of
the Calcutla Police Act, ! 866, or of clause (10) of section 40 of the Calcutla
Suburban Police Act, 1866, or of any other law an the subjecy, for the
time being in force in such area. and shall indicate the place from which,
the lime at which and the conditions subject to which, the rockets are
to be let off or the fire-balloons sent up, as the case may be, and a license
for selling fire-works shall require prescribed conditions specified in
the license to be complied with,

10. (1) The power of granting 2 license under section 9 shall be
cxcrcised by the Collector.

‘Sub-secuion (1 A) was inseried by s. 15(b) ol the Wes1 Bengal Fire Services (Amendment)
Agt, 1994 (West Ben. Act VII of 1956),

*Sub-seclion (2) was substituted for the original sub-seciion by 5. 1 5{c). ibid.

Section 9 was substituied for the original seclion by s, 9 of the West Bengal Fire Services
{Amcndment) Act, 1960 (Wes| Ben, Act XXI of 1940).

‘Section 10was substitsted forthe origirad section by 5. 6 althe West Bengal Firg Services
tAmendment) Aer, 1951 (Wesi Ben. Act XXVI[ of 1951).
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The West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950,

[West Ben. Act

{Chapter 11— Fire-works, ete.—Section 1].—Chapter HIA.—
Fire Prevension and Fire Safety.—Sections 114, 11B.)

'(1A) The Collector shall grant or refuse a licence under section
9 on the basis of a report [rom Lthe Direclor or the nominated authority.
(2) (a) The fee for a license to ler off rockels or 10 send up fire-
.balloons for any particular oceasion shall be *[such as may

be prescribed.)
(b} The annual fea For a license 10 sell fire-works shall be Y[such
as may be prescribed and shall be] payable in advance.

11. A license granted under section 9 may, without prejudice to
any other action that may be taken against the licensee, be suspended
or withdrawn by the Collectar after giving the licensce an opporiunity
ol being heard, if in the opinion of the Collector it is necessary to do
so in the public interest or, in the case of a license 1o sell firc-works,
il there has been a breach of any prescribed condition.

‘CHAPTER IIlA.

Fire Prevention and Fire Safety.

‘I1A.  Subject lothe provisions of the relevant municipal law. & Jocal
authority may require the general public residing in an area within s
jurisdiction to 1ake such prevenlive measures as may be required for
safety from fire and other similar hazards,

*118. Subject Lo the provisions of the relevant municipal law and
the building rules in force and in consultation with the Director, a Jocal
authority may, by general or special order, require the owner or occupier
of any building of any or all categorics 1o make or carry gut such
arrangements a8 may be necessary for fire prevention and hirc safely
in that area.

1Sub-seciion (1A} wasinserted by s. 1641) ol the West Be neal Fire Services {Aaimendmem)
Act. 1996 {West Ben. Act ¥TI of 1996).

*The words within whe squarg brackeis were substituted for the words “one rupes.” by
5. 16, ibid.

*The words within the squase bracke s were substituted far the words “fifigen rupees”
by s. 16{btii). ibid. Prior 1o this substition the words “filtcen rupees’ were substituted
[orihe wards “wen rupees™ by s. 12 of the West Bengol Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1960
{Wesl Ben. Act XX1 ol 1360),

1Seclion 11 was substituted Tor the ariginal secvian by 5. 1, fbid,
*Chapier IT1A consisting of sections 114, 118, 11C, LD, LIE, 11F.11G, L1H, LT, |1J

and ik was inserted by 5. 17 of the West Bengat Fire Services (Amendment) Acl, 1996
(Wesl Ren. Act VIT of [Y96).
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{Chapter IHA.—Fire-Prevemtion and Fire Safery—Sectiont 11C.}

1€C. (1) The owner or, where the owner is not traceable, the occupier
of a high-risk building or part thereof shall provide fire prevention and
fire safery measures in such building or part thereof and the occupier
shall maintain the fire prevention and fire safety measures in goad repair
and in efficient condition ar all limes in accordance with the provisions
of Lhis Chapter or the rules made thercunder:

Provided that in the cose of such building or parl thergof, the
construction of which has becn compleled on any date before the date
on which this Chapter comes inlo force, the occupier and, in the case
of such building or part thercof which is under construction on the date
immedialely before the date on which this Chapler comes into force,
the owner shall undertake and carry out such additional fire pievention
and fre safely measures as are specified in the nolice served on him
under section 35.

(2} The owner or occupier of a high-risk building, as the case may
be, shall furnish 1o the Director or the nominated authority a ‘Fire Safety
Cenuficate’ in the prescribed form issued by a licensed agency in Lhe
manner prescribed.

(3) The State Government may require compulsery cndorsement of
‘Fire Safety Cerlifienic’ by the Director or by a superior nominaled
authorily in respect of any class ar classes of high-risk buildings as may
be notifted by the State Government from time o time:

Provided that the Director or a superior nominated authorily shall
not endorse any “Fire Safety Certificate’ unless he or it is satisfied about
the fire prevention and fire safety measures including safely of elecirical
installations and provision of supply of adequale quantity of water for
fighting purposes made by the owner or nccupicr of such building.

{4) The occupiers of all high-nsk buildings shall carry out a mock
fire drill involving the watch and ward siaff of such buildings every
year under intimation (o Lhe Director or the nominated authority in such
manner as may be prescribed and a certificate of performance of such
drill shall be lurnished g the Direetor or the nominated authority,
as the casc may be,

' (3) No person shall tamper with, or alier, or temove, or causc any
mjury or damage io, any firc prevenlion or fire safely equipment
insialled in any such building or part Lhereof or instigate any other
person (0 do so,

'See TontanmtA 5 om oo 000 anee
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[West Ben. Act

{Chapter A —Fire Prevention and Fire Safety.—Sections 11D, 11E.)

(11D, A fire safety certificate duly endorsed under sub-section (3)
of section 11C shall be the ‘no objection’ regarding {ire preveniion and
firc safety measures for a building or installation under the Indian
Explosives Acl, 1884, or the Explosive Substances Act, 1908, or the
Petroleum Acl, 1934, or the Inflammable Substances Act, 1952, or the
Cinemalograph Act, 1952, or the rules made thereunder, or under any
other law for the lime being in force, as required from the Direclor.

11E. (1) With effect from such date as the Staic Governmenr may,
by notification, appoint in this behalf, there shall be levied a special
fee for the purposes of this Actl on the owners of such class or classes
of high-risk buildings within a local arca in which this Act is in force
as may be prescribed:

Provided that no special fee shall be levied on any such building
or part thereof, which by virtue of its being used for any of the purposes
referred 1o in seclion 12, requires a licence under that séction.

(2) (a) The State Government shall prescribe by rules (he raie of
special fee for different classes of high-risk buildings on the basis of
the iotal floor area of all the floers of a building as shown in the approved
building plan:

Provided thal the rate of such special fee may be different for different
local areas.

(b} The manner of imposition, assessment and collection of such
special fee shall be such as may be prescribed.

(3) The special fee referred 10 in sub-section (1) shall be payable
by the owner of a high-risk buailding at the time of submission of
application to a local authority for approval of the building plan under
the building rules:

Provided that in (he casé of every high-risk building referred (o in
sub-section (1), the construction of which has been completed on any
date before the date of coming into force of this Chapler cr, in the case
of any such building the consiruction of which has been completed on
or alter the date of coming into force of this Chapier, the special fee,
unless it has already becn poid in accordance with the previsions of
any other law in force on the date immediarcly before the date appointed
under sub-section (1), shall be payable,—

(a) in the former case, by the owner or, if the owner is not
iraceable, the occupier, and
(b} in the latter case, by the owner,

of thie building within three months {rom the date of receipl by the owner
or occupler, as the case may be, of the notice of demand in this behalf,

\See fom-nole 5 on page 200, aufe.

4 of 1884,
4 of [908.
3 of 1934,
20of 1952,
37 of 1952.



The West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950.

XVIHI of 1950.]

Wasl Ben,
Act XX of
1993,

West Ben.
Act XVIof
1972,

.

(Chapter HIA.—Fire-Prevention and Fire Safery.—Section 1 F.)

(4) The State Government may also levy annuatly a further special
fee referred to in sub-scction (1} with a view to defraying the cxpenses
for regular checking and inspection and olher incidental cxpenses so
as Lo require and cause the occupier of a high-risk building to keep
necessary installations in fil condition, and such special fee shall be
payable by the occupier, in the case of a building cxisting on 1he date
immediately before the date appointed under sub-section (1), from the
date appointed under sub-sectuion (1), and, in the case of 2 building the
construction of which has been completed on or afier the date appoimed
under sub-section (1}, from the date of occupancy of the building as
may be certified by the local authority, and in advance annually at the
time of submission of the ‘Fire Safety Certilicate’ under sub-section (2)
of scetion 11C:

Provided that the fiability of the occupier (o pay the special fee under
this sub-section shall be only 1o the extenl of the special fee payable
in respect of the floor area of the building under his occupation including
his share of 1he area comprising common facilities in such building or
parl thercof.

Explanarion.—Nowwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in
this Act, lor the purposes of this section and section 11C, “owner" shall
include a promoter as defined in the West Bengal Building (Regulation
of Promotion of Coensiruction and Transfer by Promeolers) Act, 1993,
or a co-operalive sociely, or a company or an owner of an apartment
as defined in the West Bengal Apartment Ownership Act, [972.

"11F. (1) The Director may, from lime (o time and in accordance,
with such qualifications, experience or other matter in this behalf as
may be prescribed in respecl of such classes of buildings as may be
prescribed, grant any person or associalion of persons, a license (o act
as licensed agency for the purposes of this Acl.

(2) Every such license shall be renewed every three years.

(3) The Siaie Government may, from time to time, prescribe a scale
of fee lor leensed agencies in respect of any class of building, if there
is no written contract in this behalf to the contrary.

(4) Where the Direclor has reason lo believe that any person to whom
a license has been granted under sub-section (1} has contravened any
provisions of this Act or the rulés made thercunder or has failed to comply
with the conditions of the license or is unfit to hold the license by reason
of incompetence, misconduct or any other reasons, the Director may,
after giving the person a reasonable opportunity to show causc, suspend
or cancel the license, afier recording ihe reasons in writing.

'See foot-note 5 on page 200, ante,
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The West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950,

[West Ben. Act

{Chaprer lIfA.—Fire Prevention and Fire Saferv.—Sections 1 G-11K.)

'11G. No person, other than a licensed agency, shall carry out, in
the manner prescribed, the work of providing fire prevendon and fire
safety mcasures or performing such other related acuvitics required
to be carried out in any high-tisk building or pan thereof under this
AcL,

'T1IH. Where the wilful default on the part of a licensed agency in
respect of fire salety of any building or premises is compromised, such
licensed agency shall be liable to criminal prosecution and, in the event
of any fire accidenl in such building or premises, shall make good all
damages on account of such fire accident.

'11I. (1) Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director under
this Chapter may, within thirty days of the service of the order, prefer
an appeal to such authority as may be prescribed.

(2) The manner in which an appeal shall be filed and the manner
of deciding the appeal shall be such as may be preseribed.

'11J. Whoever conlravenes any provision of Chapter IIIA ar the
rules made lhereunder or fails 1o comply with any requisition lawfully
made to him under any provision of Chapter IIIA or the rules made
thercunder shall, without prejudicc to any other action that may be
taken against him under section 36 o seclion 37, be punishable with
imprisonment for a term of three years which may extend (o five years
or with fine of twenty thousand rupecs which may cxtend to five
lakh rupees or with both and, where the offence is a continuing one,
with a Further fine of one thousand rupees which may extend to ten
thousand rupees for every day duning which such offence continues
after the conviction far the first such offence.

'11K. Any person associated with a licensed agency for any of
the purposes of Chapier 1I1A, who knowingly furnishes a false ‘Fire
Safety Certificate’, shall be punishable with imprisonment {or a lermn
of three ycars which may cxtend o five years or with fine of twenty
thousand rupees which may extend to five lakh rupees or with
both.

See foot=noic 5 on page 200, ante.
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(Chapier IV—License for storing hazardous substances.—Sections 12-14.)

CHAPTER 1V.
'License for storing hazardous substances.

*12. No premises in any area where this Act is in force shall be
used for the purpose of storing or processing ai any material point of
time hazardous substances beyond such quantity as may be prescribed
unless the ewner or oceupier Lhereof shall have previously been grantcd
a license by the Collector.

13. No license to us¢e any prenuses for the purpose referred 1o in
section 12 shall be granted unless such premiscs conforms to such
conditions as may be prescribed,

‘14. An application for license referted 1o in section 12 shall be
made 1o the Colleclor in the preseribed formn along with an authenticated
copy of the requisition for fire safety issued by a licensed agency and
duly endorsed, in such manner as may be prescribed, by the Direclor
or superior nominated authority, and such other documenis as may
be prescribed. The Collector shall, an scruliny of the application, the
requisition for fire safety and other documents, compute the annual fee
payable by the applicant and shall, on payment of such fee in advance,
issue the licence to the applicant on such temms and conditions as may
be prescribed:

Provided that any owner or occupier of any premises which requires
a license under section 12 and who holds a valid license undcr this
Act on the day immediately before the date of coming into force of
the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1996, shall not be
required 1o apply lor a license but shall, at the time of rencwal, make
an application for a fresh license under this Acl:

Provided further that where any owner or accupigr of any premises
which requires a licensc under section 12 has made an application for
a license under this Act before the coming into force af the West
Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1996 but has not been granted
a license till 1he date immediately before the date of coming inio force
of that Act, such owner ar occupier shall be required to make an
application for such license in accordance with the provisions of
this Act.

"The heading 1o Chapter (Y was substituted forihe original heading by s. 18 of the Wes)
Hengal Fire Services {Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act VI of 1995).

3Beetion 12 was substituled for the original scetion by s, 19, ibid. Pnortothis subsliution,
the words “or as a workshop”, were inserted in the oni ginal section, by 5. 7 of the West Bengal
Fin: Services {Amendment) Acl, 1951 (West Ben. Act XXVIL of 19513,

*Section 13 was subslituled for the original section by s. 20 of the West Bengal Fire Servicus
{Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Aci V11 of 1996)_ Pror lo thic substitulian. the words
“‘or a5 a workshop". were inseried in the original section, by s. 8 of the Yes1 Bengal Fine
Services (Amendment) Acl, 1951 (Wesi Ben. Act XXVII of 1951),

“Scetion 14 was substituted for the ongiral sechion by 5. 9, ibid. Laler. Lhe same was
resubstiluled by s, 21 ofthe West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment] Act, 1996 (Wesl Ben.
Acl VI1of 1996), Prior o these subsiilulions, the word “area”. was substiluled [or the words

"local area”, in the previous section 14, by s, 14 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment)
At 1BAA AlMncr Then A1 ¥ Y1 af 10RMY
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(Chapter IW—License jor storing hazardous substances —Section 15.)

'Crug.!dilin-rrhs 15. *(1} Noen-fulfilment of any fire prevention and fire safety
ﬁﬁ,ﬁw measures as may be referred to in the “Fire Safcty Centificate’ shall be

a brecach of a condition of licensc.

*(2) Every license granted under section 12 shall be required (o be
renewed annually; application for renewal of license aloag with duly
endorsed ‘Firc Safety Certificare’ and such other documents as may be
preseribed shall be made to the collector, who shall renew the license
on such scruliny as he may consider necessary and on payment of the
prescribed annual fees:

Provided that if an applicant 50 desires, he may renew the license
for three years at & time oa payment of the prescribed [ees.

*(3) The annual fee shall be payable in advance in respect of the
period cominencing {rom the date from which the premises is used for
the purpese referred to In section 12 in the case of new license, and
from the date following the date of expiry of the license in the case of
the renewal of Iicense.

"The marginal ratc’ to seclion 15 was substituced for the oripingl “warginal notw'
by s. 22(a) of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1996 (Weel Ben, Act VII
of 1996},
!Sub-section {1} was subsiiluted for the original sub-section by s. 22(b), ibid. Prior 101his
Subsilulion INere occurred following chanpes, namely:—
(i} the words “or as a workshop” wers inseried by 5. 10(2)(1) of the West Bengal Fire
Services (Amendment} Act. 1951 (West Ben. Act XXVIEof 19511,
(i) the word “area’ was substicuted for the words “local arca” by 5. 15(1)a) of the
West Henpal Fire Services (Amendment) Acr, 1960 (\West Ben. Act XX of 1560),
(it} the words "inthe prescribed faom fora license™ were inseried by s, 15(1)Xb), ibid,
(iv) 1hc words “onc metre 1o a centimelre™ were substiluled for the words “eight feet
ta an inch” by s, 2 ol the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendnieniy Acl, 1962 (West
Ben. At XXV af 1962).
(v} the words “or in 1he workshop” were insenad by 5. 10¢a)(ii) of the West Bengal
Firc Services (Amendinent) Act, 1951 (Wesl Ben, Act XXVIIof 1951),
(vi) ihe word “and’ was omilled by s. 15(1){c) of the West Bengal Fire Scrvices
{Alnendment) Act, 1960 (West Ben. Act XX of 1960),
(vi1} clavse (bb) was insertad by s. 15(1){d), ibid, and
(vii} o provise was added by s. 15(2), ibid.

*Sub-scciion (2) was subsiitued for the original sub-section by 5. 10(b) of the West
Bengald Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1951 (West Ben, Act XXVIL of 19513
Later, the same was cesubstituted by s. 22(<) of the Wesi Sengal Fire Services
(Amendment) Act, [996 (West Ben. Act VIT of 1996).

‘Syb-seciion (3) was substilvted for the original sub-section by s. 22¢d). ibid. Pricr o
ihis substtution, the words "who shall refer the cose 1o the Director and the Cotlector
shall granl or refuse renawal as may be recommended by ihe Direclor™, in the original
sub-seelion, were subsliluled for the words “who may in his discretion grant or refusc
renewal” by = 10(c) of the West Bengal Fire Scrvices (Amcndment) Acl, [951 (West

Mamn A s ¥YVAT LS IR



The West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950.
XVIU of 1950.]
{Chaprer IV.—-License for storing hazardous substenices—Section f5.)

'(32) When a license is granted under this section or on
application under section 14 accompanied by a plan in
duplicate of such building or place or when a license is
renewed on application submied with a plan in duplicale
under proviso (b) 1o section 14, a copy of the plan
authemticaled by the Collecior m the manner prescribed
shall be returned Lo the licensee. *[Such authenticated copy
shall be prescrved in good cendiden by the licensce and
he shall praduce i1 befare an inspecting officer for scrutiny
whenever demanded].

Y3b) Every license pranted under sub-section {2) shall have
effect from Lhe date on which the license is granted and
ithe renewal of cvery license rengwed under sub-section
{3) shall have effect from the date following the date of
expiry of the license which is renewed:

Provided that where for any reason no order either
granling or refusing a license is made under sub-seclion
(2) within a period of thirty days from the dale of reccipl
by the Collector of the application for the license, the
applicant may, on the ¢xpiry of such period and for so
Jong as the license is not refused, usc the building or place
cancemned for the purpose for which the license is applied
for, and if the license is subsequently granted. the license
shiall have cffect, from the date following the date of expiry
of such period.

Hd) A lcense or renewal of a license, for which an application
has been duly made under *[seclion L4,] shall not be
granted if the Collector is satisfied that the area in which
the *[premises} proposed to be used or continued o be
[used For the purpose referred to in section 12 is]
unsuitable for the purpose. Where any such license or
renewal of license is refuscd, the Collector shall record
in writing the reasons for such refusal and shall
communicate his order of reflusal to the applicant.

"This new sub-seetion {3a% was insened by s. 10(d) of the West Bengal Fire Services
(Amendment) Act, (951 (West Ben. Act XXVIT of 1951).

*These wonls were added by s. 15(3) of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment)
Acl, 1960 (West Ben. Act XXI1 of 1960,

5ub-section (3b) was inserted by s. | 5{d}, ibig.

‘Sub-seclion (4) was substitmed for the original sub-section by s. 15(5). ibid.

*The word and figures within the square bracke s were substiluted for the words, [gures
and brackets “sub-section (1) or sub-secion ¢31."” by . 22(c)(i) of the West Bemgal Fine
Services {Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ber. Act VII of 1996},

The word “premites" was substituted for the words "building or place™ by s. 32(e}ii),
itrid.

The words within the square brackets were subslituted (or the wards “used as a ware-
hanee ar workshnn is in (he nublic interest™ by 5. 22e)(il), ibid.
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{Chapter IV.—License for storing hazardous substances.—Sections 16-18.)

(5) An appeal shall lie to the Commissioner {rom an order
refusing a licensc or the rencwal of a license. {The period
of limitation for presenting such appeal shall be thirty
days *(against) the date of receipt of the communication
referred 10 i sub-secuon (4):

Provided that no appeal shall be enteriained unless the
memorandurm of appeal bears *(such court-fee stamp as
may be presenbed.)]

16. Every application for a license under section 14 ** * * shall
he disposed of within *[sixty] days from the date of its receipt by the
Collector and if it is nol disposed of within that period, the applicant
shall not be liable (o any penalties under (his Act, “[for the use of the
premises for Lhe purposes referred to in section 12,] after the said
periad of *sixty] days, so long as such application is not refused by
the Collector.

17, [(Conditions 1o which a license shall be subject.)—Omitted by
5. 24 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Aci, 1996 (West
Ben. Act VI of 1996)].

18. (1) The annual [ee for any premises, which requires a license
under section 12, shall be such as may be prescribed:
Provided that the State Governmenl may by rules prescribe different
rates of annual fee for different hazardous substances and for different
local areas.

"The porticn within the square brackets was added by s. 15(6) of the West Bengal Fire
Services (Amendment) Act, 1950 (West Ben, Acl XXI of 1960).

*The word within the fist brackeis was subsfituted for the word “from™ by 5. 22()(1)
of the Wesi Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Aqt, 1996 (West Ben. Act VI of 1996),

*The words within the first brackels we e subsiinted for words “a Court -fee stamp of one
rupee’ by s, 2A(6)(ii). ibid.

‘The words and figures “or undsr seclion 15" were omilted by 5. 23a). ibid.

*The ward within the square brackets were substinated [or the word “thirty™ by 5. 23(5).
ibid.

*The words and figures within 'he square brackers werne substituted for the words
“for Lhe use as o warchouse or as a workshop of the building or place in respect of which
the applicalion was 1nade,” by s. 23(c), ibid.

TSectian 18 was subsituted for the original by 5. 25, ib/d. Prior to this subsiiinian, there
occumed lollowing changes, namely i —

(i} sub-sections {1), (la) and {1b) were substituted for the original sub-
scclion (1) by s, 18(a) of the Wes| Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act,
1960 (Wast Ben. Act XXI of 1960),

{ii) thewords “or as 3 workshop™' wese inscned by 5. 13(b)(i) of the West Bengal
Fire Services { Amendment} Act, 1951 (WesL Ben, Act XXV1I of 1951},

(iii) the words "and for dilfercnt classes of workshops according Lo the nature of
1he processing carricd on or the guantity or natuce of the articles processed
therein®™ were added by s. 13(b)ii), ibid.

{iv) the firstL proviso 10 sub-section (2) was substituicd for the original proviso by
s, 1&6(h) of the Wesl Bengal Fire Senvices (Amendment} Act, 1960 (West Ben.
Act XX of 1960),

{Fool-nole 7 conlinued to Rext page.\
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XVIII of 1950.]

(Chaprer IV.—License for storing hazardous substances.—Section /9.)

(2} A rebatc in annual fee al such rate as may be determined by
the Staie Government shail be allowed in the prescribed manner in respect
of the premises where the owner or occupier maintaing his own fire
services, employing qualilied ard full-time hre personnel supporicd by
adequate fire-fighting appliances-

Provided that a monthly return of the fire-fighung appliances, fire
personnel and such other details as may be presenbed shall be furpished
to the Director or the superior nominaled authority and such fire services
shall be subject we inspection by the Director or the superior neminated
authorily:

Pravided further that in case the fire caver provided is found 1o be
inadequate, such rebate may be withdrawn ard the annual fec for the
period commencing from the date on which the lire cover became
inadequate, may be rcquired to be paid.

19. Whenever '* * * g change in the occupation of any *[premises  Chagein
requiring 2 license under section 12) occurs, the person entering into  JPAROR
occupation of the same shall, within two weeks of his so entering imo  or workshop
occupation, give natice in wriling to the Collector of such change of ﬂ’ﬁmd
occupalion, and shall thereupon pay “[such fee as may be prescribed;]
and his name shall accordingly be substituted in the license in respect
of the “[premises requiring a license under section 12] *[in lieu of the

name of the previous occupier.)

(Foot-noi¢ 7 conlinued [rom page 220.)

{¥1 a fucther provise was added 1g sub-section (2) by s. 2(2) of the Wesl Bengal
Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1957 (West Ben. Act XHT ol 1957),

{(vi) the wonds "2 building or place used as a warehouse or as a workshop®
were substitated lor the words “building or place used as a warchouse”, in
sub-section (3), by 5. | Me)(1) ofthe Wist Bengal Fire Services (Amendinent}
Act, 1951 (Wast Ben. Act XX VI of L95]),

(w1i) the word "and" wns omilied by s. 13(eXi1), ibid.
{viii) a proviso was added to clavse () of sub-geciion (3) by s. 13{e)(iii}, ibid,

(ix) the wonds “forsuch building or place separately"” were inserted with muospeslive
¢fTect, in provise to clause (a) of sub-section (3) by 5. 2(b}i) of the Wesi Bengal
Fire Services (Awendment) Act. 1957 (West Ben. Act Xil1 of 1957), and

(x) the words, figures and brackeis “and the annual fec refered 10 in sub-
section (2) and the maximum for the annual fee refermed (o in (he fist proviso
1o sub-se¢ tion (2) shall be calculated separalely for such building or place and
ibe anpual fee 50 calculated shall be payable under sub-section { ) scparately
for such building or place™ were inscried with retrospeclive effect, in proviso
to clausc {a) of sub-section (3) by 5. 2{b)(ii), ibid.
"The words "and so offen as"' were omilted by s. 26{a) of the West Bengal Fire Services
(CAmendment) Act, 1596 (West Ben. Act Yil of 1996),
*The words and figures were subsiituted for the woerds “warchause or workshop' by
5. 26{b}. ibid. Prior lo this substimtion the words “or workshop' wen: insceted by s, 14 of
the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act. 1951 (West Ben, Ace XXVTI of 1951).
*The wards within the square brackets were substituled for the words “a fe¢ of 1en upees:””
hf ls 26{c)y of the West Bengal Fire Services {Amendimenty Act, 1995 (Wes) Ben. Act YIL
of 1996).

*The wards wilhin the square brackets were substiluied for the waords “for the name of
the Tgt mernntar™ he & 360dE hid.
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The West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950.

[West Ben. Act

{Chapter 1V.—License for storing hazardous subsiances.—
Sections 20-23.)

120. A license issued under section 14 may, without prejudice to
any other action that may be taken against the licensee, be suspended
or withdrawn by the Collector, afier giving the licensee an opportunity
of being heard, if, in the opinion of the Collector, it is necessary to do
so in the publie interest or il there has been a breach of any prescribed
condition.

21. [(Mapisrrate may cancel or suspend license).—Oniitted by
5. 28 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Anrendmemt) Act, 1996 {West
Ben. Act VIT of 1996)].

22. The Collector may delegate any of his powers, dutics and
functions under this Chapler to any officer or officers?[, not below the
rank of Sub-Divisional Officer,] subordinate to him.

323. (1) The State Government may, by general or special order
published in the Official Gazerre, direct that such of the powers, dulies
and [unctions of the Collector under this Act as may be specified in
the order, shall be exercised and “[performed also by such other officer
or officers as may be specified therein.]

S * * * E e * - *
5% * . * * * * *
kL *x * % ¥ L3 E ] »n
Sx * * * * % * ¥
B * » * * * * * *
Lt 2 »> L x* *x *x & #* .}

1Sectinn 20 was substiuted for the ardginal secion by s, 27 of the West Bengal Fire Services
{Amendment) Act. 1996 (\West Ben. Act VI of 1996),

“The words witkin the squarc brackets weee inserted by s, 29, ibid.

‘Section 23 was substiiuied lor the odginal seciion by 5. 17 of the West Bengal Fire
Services (Amendment) Agt. 1960 (West Hen. Act XXI ol 1960),

‘The words wilhin 1the sguare brackets wens subsutaled for the words ''performed also
by—" by 3. 3}a) of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Agl, 1996 (West
Ben. Aet VI ol 1996).

*Clauses {a). (b), (c) and {d) 10 sub-scciion {1} of scction 23 were omilied by s, 30(b),
ibid.

TR roanno 71 amd F1Y vaen mmittod b o 3R TRIA



The West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950, ,

XVIH of 1950.]

(Chaprer IVA.—Temporary Structures and Pandals.—
Seciion 23A.)

'CHAPTER VA,

Temporary Structures and Pandals.

123A. (1} A person whe intends 10 erect a [emporary siructure of
pandal with roof or walls made of siraw, hay, ulx grass, golpata, hogla,
darma, mai, canvas °[, tarpaulin, polythene shects and high density
palythene} or other like material *[in an arca where this Act is in foree],
for usc as a place where members of the public may assemble, shall
apply to the Director *[or the superior nominated authority along with
the prescribed fees] for permission o erect such struclure or pandal
and such permission shall not be refused if the siructure or pandai
conforms 1o the conditions that may be prescribed in this behalf *[and
the fee as may be prescribed in this behalf is paid]:

SProvided that the State Government may prescribe by rules the
essential requirements of a 'Fire Safety Certificate’ in respect of any
class or classes of temporary structures or pandals.

(2) No structure or pundal referred 1o in sub-section (1) shall be
erected—

(2} unless 1t conforms to the conditions referred (o in sub-
section (1) "[and the fee referred Lo 1n sub-seclion (1) 1s
paid]; and

(b} unless permission of the Director f[or the superior nominated
authority] has been granted vunder sub-section (1)

Provided thal where no order granting or refusing the permission
15 made within such period as may be prescribed in this behalf, the
structure or pandal may be erected 1( it confomms 1o the conditions referred
10 in sub-section (1).

Explanation.—For the purpose of the above proviso, different periods
may be prescribed for different kinds of structures and pandafs.

"Chapler [YA consisling of scetion 23A was inserted by 5. [7 of the West Bengal Fire
Seevices (Amendment) Act, 1951 {West Ben. Act XX Vil of [95]),

*The words within the square bragkets were inserted by 5. 2(a)(iy of the West Bengal
Fire Services (Amondment) Acl, [988 (\West Ben. Acl X1 ol 1953).

*The wards within ihe square brackets were insered by 5. 3 1(a)i) of the West Bengal
Fire Services (Amendment) Acl, 1996 {West Ben. Act VII of 996}

“The words within the square brackeis wers inserted by s, 3L(a)ii), ibid.

*The wonls within the square brackels wene inserted by s. 2(a) (i of 1he West Bengal Fire
Services {Amendment) Acl, 1988 {West Ben. Act X1 of 1938).

“The praviso was added by s, 3{(a)(3i1) of the West Bengal Fire Services { Amendmcnt)
Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act VI of 1996).

"The words, fipure and brackels within the square brackels were inserted by s, 2(b) of
the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Acl, 1985 {West Ben. Act X1 of 1988).

YThe words within the square brackets were inserted hy s. 31(b) of the Wesi Bengal Fire
Qemires & mvndimnenty der 1995 EWen Aen Acr VI nf 199/
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[West Ben. Act

{Chaprer Y—Penallics.—Sections 238, 23C, 24, 25.)

CHAPTER V.
Penalties.

123B. The Director or the superior nominated awthority with the
assistance of the local authority and under police protection shall
dismantle a iemporary siructure or pandel erected in contravention of
the provisions of sub-section (1), and the cost of such dismantling shall
be charged 10 the person who sa erects the temporary structure or pandal,
as the case may be.

323C. Any persan who, being in charge of a vehicle, contravenes
the provisions of section 5C shall be punishable, on conviction
o % % * with finc which may extend to ‘[two thousand]
rupees.

24.  Any person who, within any “{area] in which this Act is in force,
lets of[ rockets or sends up fire-baltoons or sells [ire-works withaut
obtaining alicense, 8or where a license to sell fire-works has been granted,
breaks any of the prescribed conditions specificd therein] shall be
punishable, on conviclion ™ * * ¥ with finc which may extend
1o 3 five thousand) rupees {or every such affence.

25, If any rockets are let off or [ire-balloops sent up from within
the precints of any private premiscs or compound without a license, the
owner or occupier or person under whose immediate control the premiscs
arcampound is, shall, unless he can prove that the offence was committed
without his knowledge, be punishable, cn conviction ** % * * * with
Ine not exceeding '*[five thousand] rupecs.

'Section 23B was firsl inserted by 5. 18 of the Wesi Benpal Fine Services (Amendment)
Act, 1960 (West Bon, Act XXI of 1960). Laler 1he same was re-subsiituied by s. 32 of the
West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, F996 {(\West Ben. Act VII of 19%6).

*Sectian 23C was inserted by 5. 18 of 1he YWest Bengal Fire Services (Amendment)}
Acl, 1360 (West Ben. Act XX1 of 1960).

*The words “before a Magisimie” were amilled by 5. 33(a) of the Wesl Bengal Fire
Services {Amendmeni) Act, 1996 (West Ben, Acl V11 of 1996).

iThe words within the square brackets were substitated for the words “one hundred”™

by s. 33¥b), i,

*The word within the square brackets was subsiiwuted [or the words “local arca”
by 5. L91) of the YWest Benpal Fire Services {Amendment) Act. 1960 (West Ben.
Act XXV of 1960).

“The words wilhin the square brackets were inseried by 5. 19(2), idid.

TThe words “belforc a Magistrle™ were omitted by s, 34(p) of the West Bengal Fire
Services (Amendmert) Act, 1996 (WesL Ben. Act VII of 19963,

"The words within e square brackels were substilued for the words "one hundred™
by 5. M(b), ibid,

*The words “before a Magistrae™ were omilied by s 35(a}, ibid.

“The words within the square brackels were substtuted for the words “one hundred™
by s. 35¢b}. sbsd.



The West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950,

XVITI of 1950.]

Y

(Chapter V—Penalties.—Secrions 26, 27.)

26. Any person who without a licensc uses any '[premises [or the
purposce referred o in section 12] shall be punishable, on conviclion
o« & & with fine not exceeding [five hurdred rupees or with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to (wo moniths vr with both,
and with further fine not excecding ane hundred rupees for each day
during which he may continue o so use] such ‘[premises. ]

27.  Any person who [, for the purpose referred to im section 12,
uses any pretises] in respect of which a license has been refused, or
after the license in respect thereof has been cancelled or during the
time for which such license has been susponded, shall be punishable,
on conviction % * ¥ * yith fine nol exceeding ‘[five hundred
rupecs or wilh imprisonment for a term which may extend to (wo
monihs or with both, and wilh further fine not exceeding one hundred
rupces for cach day during which he may continue o so use such
b premiscs.)]

‘The words and fgures wilhin 16 square brackers were substiluted for the words “building
or ptace as a warehouse or as 3 workshop” by s. 36(a) of the Wesl Bengral Fice Services
{Amendment) Acl, 1996 (West Ben. Act VIT of 1996). Prior to 1his sebslitution 1he waords
“oras ¢ workshop™ were inscred by s. [ 8(a)} of the West Benpal Fire Senvices (Amendment}
Act, 1951 (West Hen. Act XXV of 1951).

*The words “belore a Magisirate' amiticd by s. 36(h), ibid.

*These words within the square brackels were substinuted forthee words “one hundred rupees
for each day during which be may so use or continue 1o use™ by 5. 20 of the West Bengal
Fire Services (Amend-menl) Act. 1960 (Wes| Ben, Act XXIof [960).

*The word within the square brackers was subsiiiuted for the words “warehouse
or workshop™ by s, 36(c) of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1996
(West Ben. Agt VI of 1998). Prior 1o this substitution. the wards “or werkshop™ were
added by 5. [8{b) of thc West Bengal Fire Services {Amendmenl) Acl, 1951 (West
Ben, Act XXV of [951),

*The words and figures within the square brackels were substitutzd for the words
“uscs any warghiouse ar workshep™ by s, 37(a) of the West Bengal Fire Scrvices {Amend-
ment) Act, 1996 (West Ben, Act VI[ of [996). Prior ta this substitution, the words “or
warkshop' werc inserted by s. 19 of the Wist Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act,
1851 (West Ben. Act XXVIL of 1951).

"The word: “before a Magisirute” were omilled by s 37(b) of the Weg Bcngql Fire
Scrvices (Amendment] Act, 1996 (West Ben, Act VII of 1996),

These words were subsiituted Tor the words “four hundred rupges and 16 further
fine nol exceeding one hundred rupces for every day during which any such wana-
house ar workshop may be so used as aloresaid” by 5. 21 of {he West Bengal Fire
Services (Amendmeni) Act, 1960 (Wes) Ben. Act XX of 1960).

"The word within the st brackers was substitated for the words ~warchouse ar
waorkshop™ by &, 37(c) of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment} Act, 1998

s Ran 4~ AT oF 1A0es
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(Chapter V—Penaliies—Sections 28-32.)

Penally for 28. Any hoider of a licease who breaks any ol the conditions under
E;‘;‘::E[}gr[s which a lizense s held in respect of any '[premiscs] shall be punish-

able, on conviction ¥  * % * wiih fine not exceeding one hundred
rupecs “[or with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one
month or with both] for any one such offence.

Penaliy {or 29. If* * * *herg be a change in the occupation of Tany
(allingto prermses referred 10 in seclion 12,] the person entering inta occupation
?:gi:;:ﬂg: fatls to give a notice and (o pay the fees required by section 19 such
ofwarchcuse  person shall be punishabls, on conviction ®  *  * = wah [ine not
ofworkshop.  excecding [five thousand] rupces for each day during which he may

50 use ©oT conitnue 1o use *{such premiscs.]

30. [(Penalry for giving false information 1o Collector yespecring
license.).—Ontirted by s. 40 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment)
Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act VIF of 1996)).

31 [(Penalty for using as resideiice of warehouse used for pressing
Juie or cotton.}.—Omitted by 5. 41, ibid ]

Cwneror %32, Whenever on enquiry into an incident of fire by the District
g':?;Jl_ﬁt'mf Magisicate or by the committee specially coastituted by the State
uildiag ar Governmient under sub-section (LA) of section 8 1 is established that

preniises lo el . .

compensale  the incident of fire was due to wilful defaolt or negligence en the part

person of the owner or occupier of any building or premises, such owner or

affecied by . .

Fire. occupicr shall be liable to compensate every person affecled by such fire
for the Yoss sustained by him in additon 1o his being liable to criminat
prosecution.

"The word wilhin the square brackeis were substilvied lor the words “warchouse
or workshop™ by ¢, 38(a) of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendmen)) A<t 1996 (Wesl
Ben. Act YII of i996). Prior (o Ihis subsiilulion U words “or workshop™ were inserted
by 5.520 of the West Beagal Fare Services (Amcndmient) Act, 1951 {(West Ben, Act XXVIL
ol 1951}

*The wards “befers 3 Magistrale were amitled by s 38(b) of the West Bengal Fire
Scrvices (Amcndment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act VII of 1996).

'The words wilhin Lhe squace brackets were inserted by 5. 22 of the Wesl Bengal
Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1960 (West Ben. Act XXI of 1260),

'The words "and se ofico as" were omitied by 5. 3%(a) of the Weel Bengal Fire
Senvices (Amendmend) Act, 1996 (West Ben. acL VI ol 1996).

*The words and figures wilhin the square brackets were subsiituted for Lhe words
“any warehouse or workshop' by s. 38(b), itvd. Prior 1o 1his substilution. the words
“or workshap™ were insengd by 5. 20 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment)
Ael, 1951 (West Ben. Azt XXV of 1951),

*The words “before 2 Mogisirale' were omilicd by s. 39(c) of the West Benpal Fim
Services (Amendment) Acl, 1596 {West Ben. Act VI of 1996).

"The words within the square brackels were substitured for the word “1wenty'’ by
5. 39(d), rbid.

"The words within the square brackels were substituled fer the words “such ware-
hause or werkskop” by s. 39(c), ibid. Pnor e this subsiiation, the weords “or
workshop” werc inserted by 5. 21 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment)
Act, 195] fWesl Ben. Act XXV of 1951).

*Seetign 32 wac substivoied lor Lhe original seclion by s, 42 of the West Bengal Fire
Scrvices {Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Acl VI af 1996). Prior (o this substitu-
aon, the words “onc hundred mpees” were subsliwied for the words ™iwenty rupees”
by s. 22 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1951 {West Ben.

ararmra Foammra
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XVIII of 1950.)

{Chapter V—Penalties.—Sections 33, 33A.)

133, (1} Where an offence uader this Act has been commined by
a company, cvery person who, at the Lime the offence was committed,
was in charge of, and was tesponsible to, the company for the conduclt
of the husiness of the company, as well as the company, shall be deemed
to be puilty of the offence and shall be liable to be procecded against
and punished accordingly:

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any
such person liable 1o any punishment, if he proves that the offence was
commilled without his knowledge or Lthat he had exercised all due
diligence 1o prevent the commission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anyihing containcd in sub-section (1}, where
any offence under this Acl has been commitied by a company and il
1s proved ihat the ofience has been committed with the consent or
cannivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on ihe part of, any
director, manager, secretary or other officer of the company, such
dircctor, manager, secretary or othey afficer shall be deemed 1o be guilly
of that offence and shall be liable 1o be proceeded againsi and
punished accordingly.

Explanation.—Far the purposes of (his section,—

(a) “company” means a body corporate #nd includes a firm
or ather association of individuals; and -
(b) “director”, in relation (o a firm, mecans a partner in the firm.

33A.  Any person wha erecls any structure or pandal in contraventon
of the provisions of sub-scction (2) of section 234, shail be punishable,
on conviction ** * * ¥ J[with fine not cxceeding *(Nfty (housand)
rupees of with imporisonment for a lerm which may extend 1o six months
or with both, and with funher fine not exceeding é(three thousand) rupees
for each day] ducing which such contravention continues.

tSection 13 was substiwied for the original seclion by 5. 43 of the West Bengal Fire
Services (Amendmenl) Act, 1396 (Wesl Ben. Acl VIT of 1996). Prior to this substitution.
the words “opc hundred rupees” were subsiitnied for the words “'twenty rupces”
by 5. 23 of (he West Bengal Fire Services (Amendmenn) Act, 1851 (West Hen.
Act XXVIT of 1951).

*Section 33A was insened by 5. 24, ibid.

*The words "before a Magisirate” were omilled by s, 44(a) of e Wesl Bengal Fire
Services (Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben, Act VI of 1996),

The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words "with fine nol
exceeding onc hundred rupees or with imprisonment for a erm which may extend to one
month or with both, and with funher fine nol eacceding 1en rupees for cach day' by
s. 3 of the West Bengal Fine Services (Amendmcent) Act, 1988 (West Ben, Acl XL of 1988).
Prior o 1his substjlution, the words “or with imprisenment for a 1etm which may
extend o ane month or with bath. and with further fine nol exceeding len rupees for each
day™” were substituted for the words “and to further fine nat ¢xceeding wen rupees for
everyday” by 5. 25 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Acd, 1960 (West
Ben. Act XXI of 1960).

*The wards within the first brackels were substiluled for the words “ene thousand
by s. 44(b} ol the YWest Bengal Fire Services (Amendment} Acl, 1996 (Wesl Ben. Act VII
ol 1995), -

“The words within the first brackets were subshiuied for the words “one hundred™
by s 44 ihid

™
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{Chapter V—Penalties.—Secrions 338, 33C.—
Chapter YI.—Miscellaneous—Section 34.)

Penalty for 33B. Any person who wilfully obstructs, or offers any resislance
g}:‘:;;‘l’]‘z""g lo, or impedes or atherwise interferes with the Director or any officer
exemising exercising powers under section 37A or any assistaid accompanying

P'°‘:'_ﬂ'5§;12_“ the Director or such officer while exercising such powers, shall be

10 . . . 1 s, . .

section punishable, on conviclion ** * * % * with fine not excecding
[five thousand] rupecs.

Offences— 133C. All offences punishable under this Chapter shall be bailable
23’;:&?2‘1 and shall % * * * be cognizable.
CHAPTER VI .
Miscellaneous.
{)"‘-;ll’;;g’;rﬂf *34. (1) The Director or the nominated authority may ceier and
LI

inspect any building or par thereof or any premises al any lime belween
sunrise and sunset where such inspection appears necessary for
ascertaining the contravemiion, if any, of fire prevention and fire salcly
mcasures referred 10 in section 11C and of the conditions referred o
in section 13:

PICILISCS.

Provided that the Director ot the nominated autkorily may erter inlo
and inspect any such building or part thereof or premises al any time
if it appears to him or it 10 be expedient and necessary 10 do o in order
to ensure safety of life and property.

(2) The Director or the nominatcd authority, as the case may be,
shall be provided with all possible assistance by the owner or occupier,
as the case may be, of such building or part thereof or premises for carrying
out the inspection under sub-sectian (1).

ISection 33B was insenied by 5, 3 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Acl,
1952 (West Ben. Act XTI of 1952).

*The words “beflore a1 Magistrole™ were omitted by 5. 45(a) of the West Bengal
Fire Services {Amcnédment) Act, 1995 (West Ben. Acl VIT ol 1956).

The words within the square bmagkeis were substiluled for the words "on¢ hundred” by
5. 45(b}, ibid.

*Scction 33C was insericd by 5. 26 of the Wesl Bengal Fire Scrvices {(Amendnknl)
Act, 1960 {Wcest Ben. Act XXI of 1960).

*The words, [igures and feltcr *, excep! where punishzble under seclion 238, were
omitied by 5. 46 of 1the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Acr, 1996 (Wes Ben.
Acl VIl of 1996)

“$cclion 34 was substitated for the original scction by s. 47 of the Wes1 Bengal Fire
Services (Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ren. Act V1L of 1998). Prior 1o this substiwtion,
there occumed following changes, namely:—

() sub-section (1) 1o original section was substitured by s.. 27(a) of the Wesi
Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1960 {West Ben, Acl XX] of
1960y, and

3 dhe words "or the Mynicinal Corporation of Chandernagore” were
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XVIII of 1950.)

West Ben.
Aot XX
of 1993,

Ben. AcLIII
of 1913.

(Chaprer VI—Miscelluneous.—Secrions 13, 36.)

(3) When any such building or parl thereof or premiscs used as a
human dwelling is entered under sub-section (1), due regard shall be
paid to the sacial and religious sentimenls of Lthe occupiers; and before
any flaw or pant of such building or premises in the actual occupancy
of any woman who, according to the cuslom, does not appear in public,
is entered under sub-section (1), notice shall be given 1o her that she
is at liberly 10 withdraw, and every reasonable facility shall be affarded
1o her for withdrawing,

{4) Where the inspection is carried oul by the nominated authority
under the foregoing provisions of this section, it shall give a report
of any such inspection to the Director or the superior nominated
aulhority.

Explanation.—For the purposes of this section, “flat” shall have the
meaning assigned o it in the West Bengal (Regulation of Promolion
of Conslruction and Transfer by Peomolers) Act, 1993.

'35, The Director or the superior nominated authority, as the case
may be, shall, after complelion of the inspeclion of the building or part
thereof or the premises referred 1o in seclion 34, record his or its views
on the deviations from, or conlravention of, the requirements with regard
1o the fire prevention and fire safety measures or the inadequacy of, or
non-compliance with, such measures provided or 1o be provided therein
with reference to the structure of the building or the premuses or Lhe
ralurc of activities carried on in such building or part thereof or premises
and issve a notice to the owner or occupier of such building or parl
thereof or premises direcling him (o undertake such measurcs, and within
such time, as may be specified in the rotice. Where the owner is not
available, the occupier shall urdertake such measures in the interest of
public safety, noiwithstanding anything contained in any other law for
the time being in force.,

*36. (!) The Director may, in the event of non-compliance with any
nolice issued under scction 35, take such steps as may be nccessary for
the compliance with such notice.

(2) All expenses incurred by the Director in relalicn © any sieps
taken by him under sub-section (1) shall be payable, on demand, by
the owner or occupier on whom such notice is served, and shall, if not
paid within 30 days of such demand, be recoverable under the Bengal
Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913,

1Seelion 35 was substiluted for the original seclior by s. 48 of the Wesi Bengal Fire
Services (Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben, At VIL of 1996).

*Seclion 36 was substituted for the onginal section by s. 49, ibid.
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(Chaprer VI—Misceilaneons.—Secsians 37-37AA.)

Recovery 137, (1} The fees payable under this Act, if not paid within the time

of fees. provided in this Act or the rules made thercunder, shall be recoverable
as a public demand under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act,  Ben, ActIlI
1913, of 1913.

(2) The State Government may remit payment of fees in such cases

as may be recommended by the Collector.

Director or 237A. (1) If the Director or the superior nominated authority is

S e salisfied thal owing to inadequacy of fire prevention and fire safety

authorityle  measures, the ¢ondition of any high-risk brilding or part thereol is in

seatbuilkding.  jmminent danger 1o person or property, then, notwithslanding anything
contained in this Act or in any other law for the time being in force,
he or it shall, by order 1o be recorded in writing, require the persons
in possession or occupation of such building or part thereof to remove
themselves forthwith from such building or part thereof.

{2) If an order made by the Director or the superior nominated
authority under sub-section (1) is not complied with, the Director or
the superior nominated authority, as the case may be, may direct any
police officer having jurisdiction o remove such persons from such
building or part thereof and such police officer shall comply with such
direction.

(3) After the removal of the persons under sub-section {1) or sub-
section (2), as lhe case may be, the Director or the superior nrominated
authorily, as the case may be, shall seal such building or part thereof.

(4) No person shall remove such seal except under a writlen order
made by the Director or the superior nominated authorily sno motn or
en application by the owner or occupier.

(5) Any person who contravenes the provisions of seb-section (4)
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term of three years which
may exicnd (o five years or with fine of (wenty thausand rupees which
may exicnd 1o five lakh rupees or with both. '

Powerofthe 137AA. (1) Whencver any storage of inflammable :::hcmica]s or
Dircclor articles is made in any building or place in such manner as in the opinion
::.gﬁcnm":blt of the Directar is highly hazardous and is likely to endanger public safety,
chemicals the Director may direcl the owner or accupier of such bumlding or place
oF articles. o remove such inflammable chemicals or aricles within such Ume as

may be specified in the direcrions.

'Section 37 was substiluted for he original sectien by s. 50 of the West Bengal Fire Senvices
(Amendincnt) Act. 1996 (West Ben. Act VII of 1996}

*Section 37A was first inseried by s. 4 of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendmenr)
Act, 1952 (West Ben. Act X1 of 1952), Laicr the present secticn was substituted by s. 51
ol the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendmenl) Acl, 1996 {West Ben. Act VI[ of 1996).
Prior o these inseriion and subslitution there eccurred a change, nomely:-—

the word “weighmenr' was inscricd, ir the original section. by s. 28 of the West
Bengal Fire Scrvices {Amendment) Aci. 1960 (WesL Ben. Act X X1 of 1960).
*Scction 37AA was inserted by . 3 af the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment}

- . wsemm Ele L for v
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{Chapter VI—Miscellaneous.—Sections 37B-38B.)

(2) If such inflammable chemicals or articles are nol removed within
“the time specified in Lhe direction, 1he Director may remove such
inflammable chemicals or articles with the help of police and such
chemicals or articles shall be forfeited 10 the Government.

37B. (1) The Collector may call for all necessary information
relating to the annual valuation of any building or place used as a
warehouse or workshop from the *[Commissioner of the Corporation
of Calcutra or the Chairman of the Commissioners of any municipality
in which this Act is in force or the Chief Executive Officer of the
Municipal Corporation of Chandernagore, as the case may be,] for the
purpose of calculation of fees in respect of licenses under section 18.
(2) The *[Commissioner of the Corperation of Calcutia or the
Chairman of the Commissioners of any municipality in which this Act
is in force or the Chief Executive Officer of the Municipal Corporation
of Chandernagore, as the case may be,] shatl comply with such requisi-
lion and furnish such information 10 the Collector within the prescribed
pered,

38. (1) Any person aggrieved by an order under section 35,
scclion 36 or section 37, may, within thirty days of the service of the
order, prefer an appeal 10 such authorily as may be prescribed for the
purpose.

(2} The manner in which an appeal shall be filed and the maoner
of deciding ibe appeal shall be such as may be prescribed.

*38A. No Courl shall entertain any suit, application or other
proceeding in respect of any notice under scction 35 or any sicp taken
under section 36 or any refusal 1o permil removal of seal under sub-
sectien (4) of section 37, and no such netce or step or refusal shall
be called in question otherwise than by preferring an appeal as provided
in this Act.

$38B. (1) The District Magistrate within whaose jurisdiction a local
area lies, or such other officer as may be prescribed for a local area,
may, by general or special order, cither before or alier the institution
of proceedings in this behalf, compound any offence punishable by or
under this Act or the rules made thereunder or withdraw from such
proceedings.

!Sectian 37B was insered hy 5. 4 of the West Bengal Fine Services (Amendment)
Act, 1952 {West Ben. Act XI of 1952},

*These words within the square bracke s were substiluted Iarthe words “Corporation of
Caleata or the Cammissioners of a Munisipalily in which this Actis in force," by 5. 29(a)
af the West Bengal Fire Sarvicas (Amendment) Act, 1960 {Wust Ben. Acl XXI of 1960).

'These words within the square brackels were substituted (or the words “Corporation
of Calcuita and the Commissianers of any Municipalicy in which this Acl is in force”
hy s_ Kb, jhid.

‘Firstly, section 38 was substituted for the orgioal section by s. 30, ibid. Later, the
present section 38 was substituted far the previous section by 5. 52 of the Wesl Bengal
Fire Services (Amandnwat) Act, 1996 {West Ban. A<t VIL of 1996).

*Sections 38A and 3B were inseried by s. 53, ibid.
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(Chapter VI.—Miscellaneous.—Sections 38C-40.)
{2) When an offence has been compounded under sub-section (1},

the offender, if in custody, shall be discharged, and no further proceed-
ings shall be taken against him in respect of the offence so compounded,

EUIUEUOI '38C. Save in the case of cognizable offences under this Act, no
cg,,’;i;_’mm Courl shall take cognizance of an offence under this Act or the rules
ol olTence made thercunder excepl on the complaint of, or upon the information
exeepl on received from, the Dircctor or any other officer authorised by him in
complaint. .
this behalf.

gF"ﬂ'c‘:l‘fg:" 138D. No suit, proseculion or other legal proceeding shall lie against
wakenin any person for anything which is in good faith done or intended (o be
good faich. done under this Act or the rules made thereunder.

gn";i;rﬁ:: ‘38E. Every officer and every other employee acting under the
employees provisions of this Act or the rules made thereunder, shall be deemed

lobepublic  to be public servants within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian 45 of 1860.
SErVns, Penal Code.

SEEE‘:} of 30. The Licensed Warchouse and Fire-Brigade Act, 1893. shall be
Act Lof deemed to be repealed on and from the date on which this Acl comes
1893. into force in Calcutta; and on and from such date—

(a) without prejudice 10 the application of section § of the
Bengal General Clauges Act, 1899, all rules, orders, Ben Actl
declarations, financial arrangements and appointments  ©f 1899.
made under the Licensed Warchouse and Fire-Brigade
Acl, 1893, shall continue in force in so far as they are not
inconsisient with the provisions of this Act, untl varied
or rescinded;

(b} all assets held by the Commissiener of Police, Calcutia, for
the use of and on behalf of the Fire Brigade, under the
Licensed Warehouse and Fire-Brigade Act. 1893, shall pass
1o and be vested in the State,

E‘fi'il-lfr:ﬁ. 40. (1) The State Government may, by notification * * *
Sk make rules’ for carrying aut the purposcs of this Act,

'Secuions 38C, 380 and I8E were inserted by 5. 53 of the Wast Bengal Fine Services
{(Amendmsnt) Act, 1996 (West Ben, Act YT of 1996).

“Fhe words “in the Qfficial Gazett=" were omilied by 5. 54(a), ibid.

For sules made in exercise of the power conferred by this seclion, see the
lollowing notifications of the Local Sell-Govemmeni Deparonent, namely:—

{1} Molification Nas, L.§.-G. 0-8/50-11 and L.8.-G. 1A-18/5._ bath daled the 20th
April, 1950, pubfished in the Ceicuna Gazerte, Extraordinary, daed e
200 Apnil, 1950, P I, page 521,

(2) Notificaiion Mp. L.8.-G. 3R-15/51, daled the 11th June, 1951, published in the
Calcuita Gazette, dated the 2050 June, 1951, Pt I, page 1471;

fFonr-noie 3 eovtinitadd 1 navt pores |
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{Chapter VI.—Miscellanectis.—Section 40.)

{2) In particylar and without prejudice 1o (he generalily of the
forcgoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following

matlers,

namely:—

I(ala) the manner of appointment and salary and allowances of

the inspecting officers and other staff, referred lo in sub-
section (3), and other functions of the inspecting officers
referred 10 in clause () of sub-section (4), of seclion 3AA;

*(1a) the determination of the fee referred to in section 4A;
(1b) the form of any heense referred to in section 9 and the

conditions to be specified in such license for selling fire-
works;

Jde =® » - [ * L ] *®.

*(aa) the manner of anthentication referred o in sub-section (3a)

of section 15
Sm L] *® L] -1 L ] * L] &

(3

5

(5
{6
)

(8)
)
(10)
(11}
(12)

(13)

(Fovtnote 3 eontinued from page 220.)

Nelilication No, L.8,-G, 2F-162/50, dued the | 8th Tuly, 1951, published in the
Calenin Gazeite, dated the 26th July, 1950, P [, page 1886:

Melilication No. L.S.-G. 2F-9/50(1), doted the 281h February, 1952, published
inthe Cafcirin Gazerte, daled the [s1May. [9532. Pu 1. page [304, as subsequenily
amended;

Naiilication No. L.5,-G, 2F-211/51. daled the 2nd July, 1952, published in the
Calcura Gazetre, dated the 10ih July, 1952, Pu. 1, page 2207,

Notification No. L.5.-G. 1A-35/51/T, dated 10.10.52, published in the Calrutta
Crazatie, of 1952, Part I, pages 3341-3342;

Nalificaion Mo.L.S.-G_4F-9/51, dated the 171h February, 1953, publizhed in the
Calcunta Guzette, daled the 5th March, 1953. P11, pages 628-633, as subscquently
amended;

MNalilicasion No. F. 3L-7/52, dated the 17th April, 1953, published in the Caleutia
Gazee, dated she 23rd April, 1953, P, I, page 1251;

Natification No, F, 3L-5/53, dated the 61h June, 1953, published in the Calentra
CGazette, dated the 1Bth June, 1953, P1. 1, page 1996;

Nolificalion No. 7090/F 3L-8/54, daied the 111th August, 1954, published in Lthe
Calcusta Gozewre, dated the 191th August, 1954, Pt [, page 2779;
Nolificalion Mo. 618/F IL-B/55. dated the 20th Janvary, 1956, published in the
Calcutta Gazeie. dated the 2nd February. 1256, P1. 1, page 412;

Nolification No. 1126/F. 1A-4/57, dotcd 3.2.58, published in the Calcuifa Gazeite
of 1958, Pant 1, pages 32%-540;

Nolification No. 1879/F 3R-3/57. daled 27.2.58, publishes) in the Calentrg Gazerte
of 1958, Pan |, page 767.

1Clause {ala) was inserted by ¢. 4 of Ihe West Bengal Fice Services {Amendment) Acy,
1977 (West Ben. Act X of 1977).

*Clause (1a) was insericd by s. 25(a} of the West Bengal Fine Scrvices {Amendmenr)
Act, 1951 {(West Ben, Act XXVl of 1051}

YClause (1b) was inscred by s. 31(1} of the West Bengal Fim: Semces (Amendmcnt)
Act, 1960 (West Ben. Act XXI of 1950).

‘Clausc (a) was omilied by s. 54¢h)(i) of the West Bengal Fire Services {Amendment)
Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act WIT off 19246).

*Clauses (an) and (ana) were insgned by s, 25(b) of the West Bengal Fire Services
{Amendment) Act, 195) {(West Ben. Acl XXVII of 1951). Later, clause (asa) was
omitled by 5. 54(b){i} of the West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 1996
{West Ben. Act V11 of 1996).
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222 The West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1930.

[West Ben. Act
(Chapter VI.—Miscellaneons.—Sections 41, 42.)

i{(b) the annual fee referred to in sub-section (1) of section 18;
2% * & & . L] * * *;
*cc) the manner of allowing rebatc in annual fee under sub-

seclion (2) of scction 18;
iF * * w * * * * ¥

e) the econditions $[and the determination of the fee] referred
10 in sub-section (1) of section 23A and the peried of
time referred 10 in the proviso o sub-section (2) of
sechion 23A;

(I} the minimum standards for fire prevention and fire safely
measures;

(g) the qualifications, experience or other matter for granling

- licence 1o act as licensed agency under section LIF;

’th) 1he authority 10 whom appeal shall be preferred. the manner
in which appeal shall be filed, and the manner of deciding
appeal, under section 38;

i) any other matler which may be, or is required ta be, provided
by rules.

Regulation 41, No regulaton made by the Direclor-under sub-section (33 of

Lo be . . .. .
,:;pmvcd ny  Of scetion 3 shall be valid unless it is approved by the Stale Government,

Suate

Govemmenl.
n*‘:ﬂ‘:ﬁd‘:ﬁ"“ i42. (1) The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwith-
eflecl, & standing anything inconsistent therewith contained in any other faw

for the ume being in force or in any instrument having effect by virtue
of any law other than this Act.

(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (1), the provisions
of this Act shall be in addilion to, and, save as otherwise expressly
provided in this Act, shall not be in derogation of, the provisians of
any relevant municipal law in force in any area in which this Act
comes into Force.

IClause (by was subsittured for the ariginal clause by s. S4(b)}ii) of the Wesl
Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Acl. 1996 (\West Ben. Acl VIT of 1996). Pror to
this substitution. the words “or as o warkshop™ was inscried, in the original clavse.
by s. 25(c) of the West Bengal Fire Services {Amegadment) Act, 1951 (\West Ben,
AcL XXVIL of 1951).

*Clause (¢) was omitted by s. 54(b)(ifi) of the West Bepgal Fire Services {(Amendment)
Acl, 1996 (West Ben. Acl VII of 1996).

*Clause (cg) was fiestinserted by s. I(b) olthe West Bengal Fire Services (Amendnient)
Agt, 1957 (West Ben. Act X1ITof 1957), Later. the smne was substituied by s. 54(b)iv) of
the West Beagal Fire Services {Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act VI of 1996),

‘Clause (d) was omitted by s. 54(b)(v}, ibid.

"Clausc (2} was odded by s. 25(d) of the West Bengal Fire Scrvices (Amendment) Act,
1851 {West Ben. Ac) XXV of 1951),

*The words within Lhe squan: brackels were inserted by s. 4 of the Wesl Benga! Fire Services
(Amendment} Acl, 1988 (West Ben, Agt X1 of 19RR),

'Clauses (f}, {g), (h) and {i) wcre inserigd by 5. S4(bX(vi) of the West Bengal Firc
Services {Amendment) Act, 1996 (West Ben. Act VI of 1996).

*Seclions 41 and 42 were incened by o 55 il



The West Bengal Fire Services Act, [930.

XVIII of 1950.]
(Scheduie.)
'SCHEDULE.
{See scction 36.)
License under the West Bengal Fire Services Act, 195¢.
No. of 19
License is herchy granted [0 .ooccoiiimiimi et e,
under the West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950,—
10 use the building or place being No. (@) - - B8 @

warehouse for sioring or pressing or keeping

----------------------------------------------------------

to use the building or place being MNo. (@) ..o e e

" . as a2 workshop,
subjec[ o thc COI!dlllO['IS nmed ott the back and such ather conditions
as may be prescribed. It is hereby acknowledged that a sum of

RUPECS w1vimice e ccmrncnirrnsrem et , being the license fee due by
the Said e for the period from .. .
................................ (0 - envermns e .. ’[in respect of the aforcsatd

Name of owner.
Name of occupier

Collector of Stamp Revenne, Calcutta.
" Collector of the districs of

Executive Officer of the Corporation of
Calcuitta.

Chairman of the Commissioners of
Municipality of ...,

The v A@y af oo e
{a) Here insert the locatjon,
(b} Here insert the name of the aricle.

IThis Schedule was substituted for the erginal Schedule by 5, 26 of the Wist Bengal Fire
Scrvices {Amendment) Acl, 1951 (West Ben. Act XXVI1 of 1951).

*These words were substituied for Lhe words “in respect of the aforesaid licence at
the mate of Rs. ... per annum has been received” by 5. 32 of the West Bengal
Fire Services (Amendment) Ack, 1980 {West Ban. Act XXI of 1960).
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224 The West Bengal Fire Services Aci, 1950,
[West Ben. Act XVIIT of 1950.]
{Schedule.)

(On the back of the license.}

Conditions.

(1) The warehounse/the workshop shall at all times be apen to
inspection by such officer or officers, being member or members of the
fire brigade, as may be appointed by the Director of Fire Services.

(2) The warehouse/the workshop shall conform to the conditions
prescribed under section 13 of the West Bengal Fire Scrvices Ac,
1930,

(3) Noarticle referred to in clause (1) of seclion 2 of the Wesl Bengal
Firc Services Act, 1950, shall be made, prepared, dried or treated in
any manner on the top or roof of any building constituting or forming
part of a warehouse.

{4) (In case the warchousc is used for the pressing or screwing of
jule or cotton.) No person shall be allowed Lo use as residence any part
of the warehouse or to bring into the warehouse any match-boxes or
malch-sticks or any artificial light not duly and Lthoroughly protected
or to smoke within the warehouse, while jute or catton is stored therein.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
LAW DEPARTMENT
Legislative

West Bengal Act IV of 2000

THE WEST BENGAL FIRE SERVICES
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2000.

[FPassed by the West Bengal Legisiature. )

[Assent of the Govemor was first published in the Calcutia Guzette,
Extraerdinary, of the 31st March, 2000.]

[31st March, 2000.]
An Act 19 amend the West Bengal Fire Services Act, 1950.

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the West Bengal Fire Services Act,
1950, for the purposes and in the manner hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted in the Fifty-ficst Year of the Republic of India, by
the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:—

1. (1} This Act may be called the West Beogal Fire Services
(Amendment) Act, 2000.

(2) Itshallcome into force on such date as the State Government may,
by notification in the Qfficial Gazetfe, appoint.

2. Insection2ofthe WestBengal Fire Services Act, 1 950 (hercinafter

‘referred to as the principal Act),—

(1) clause(a)and clause (aa) shall be renumbered respectively as
clause (aa) and clavse (aaa), and before clause (aa) as so
renumbered, the following ¢lause shall be inserled:—

‘(a) “Additional Director-General” means the Additional
Director-General of Fire Services immediately below
the rank of Director-General, appointed as such by the
State Government by notification;’;
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The West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Acr, 2000.

[West Ben. Act

(Section 3.)

(2} for clause (e}, the following clause shall be substituted:—

% ‘(e) “Director” means the Director of Fire Services
immediately below the rank of Additional Director-
General, appointed as such by the State Government
by notification;’;
(3) clause (ee) shall be renumbered as clause (cee), and before
clause (eee) as so renumbered, the following clause shal] be
inserted:—

Yee) “Director-General” means the Director-General of
Fire Services, appointed as such by the State
Government by notification by deputalion of an officer
of the Indian Police Service holding itarnediately before
suchdeputation a post of Additional Director-General
of Police, or equivalent post, in the Indian Police
Service.

Explanation.—"Indian Police Service” shall mean
the Indian Police Service referred to in section 2 of the
All-India Services Act, 195!

Amendmeni 3. Insection 3 of the principal Act,—
of seckion 3.
(1) for sub-section (3), the following sub-seclion shall be

substitated;— -

“(3) Thefire brigadeshallbe underthedirection, supervision
and contral of the Director-General who shall, with the
approval of Lhe State Government, lake all the policy
diecisions required for the fire brigade, and may—

(a) exercise all the powers of the Director under this
Act; '

(b} delegate, by order, any power or powers of the
Directorunder this Act to the Additional Directer-

General, subject to the approval of the State
Government,;

(c) make, with the previous sanction of the State
Government and subject (o the orders or the rules,
if any, made by the State Government under this
Act, such regulations as he thinks fit relating
10—

(i} the general administration and control of the
fire brigade;
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fiod

The West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Acr, 2000,

{Section 3.)

(ii) the equipments, clothing and accoutrement
of the members of the fire brigade, their
classification and duties and distribution of
work among them;

(iii} the place at which, or the limits of the
area within which, the members, or any
ciass of members, of the fire brigade shall
ordinacily reside, for ensuring that the
services of the members, or such class af
members, of the fire brigade may be readily
available;

{iv) allothermalters whichheconsiders necessary
for rendering the fire brigade an efficient
fire-fighting force.";

(2) after sub-section (3}, the fellowing sub-sections shall be

inserted:—

“(4) (o) Appoinument tothe postof Additional Ditector-
General shall be made by promotion of the Director in sach
manner as may be prescribed:

Provided that until the manner as aforesaid is preseribed,
it shall be competent for the State Government to make the
appointment to the post of Additonal Director-General by
promotion of the Director in such manner as the State
Government thinks fit.

(b) The Additional Director-General shall perform his
duties, and discharge his funclions, in exercise of such
powers as may be delegated to him under clause (b) of sub-
section (3) and in accordance with such directions as may be
given to him by the Director-General from time to time.

(5} Subject to the supervision of the Director-General,
the Director shall be in charge of operational matters of the
fire brigade, and shall perform his duties in accordance with
such directions as may be given to him by the Director-
General from time to time and, if so directed by Lhe Director-
General, by the Additional Director-General in exergise of
such powers as may be delegated to him by the Director-
General under clause (b) of sub-section {3).

{6) The manner of appointmeat to the post of Director-
General by deputation shall be such as may be prescribed:
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The West Bengal Fire Services (Amendment) Act, 2000.

[West Ben. Act [V of 2000.]
(Section 4.)

Provided thai until the manner as aforesaid is prescribed,
b it shall be competent for the State Government ta make the
appointment to the post of Director-General by deputation in

such manner as the State Gevernment thinks fit,

{73 Theterms and conditionsofservice, and the conduct,
discipline ond control, of the Divector-Generat, the Additional
Director-General, and the Director shall be such as may be
prescribed.”. '

Amendment 4. Insub-section (2) of section 40 of the principal Act, clause (ala)
23?“’“““ shall be renumbered as clause (alaa), and before clause (alaa) as so
renumbered, the following clauses shall be insened:—

“(ala) the manner of appointment to the post of the Additional
Director-General under clause (a) of sub-section {4), and
the manner of appointment to the post of Director-General
under sub-seclion (6), of section 3;

(2ala) the terms and conditions of service, and the conduct,
discipline and control, of the Direclor-General, the
Additional Director-General, and the Director under sub-
section (7) of section 3;".
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