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PART IlI—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature.
© GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
' LAW DEPARTMENT = = **
Legislative .

NOTIFICATION -

No.2195-L.—31st December, 2003.—The follbwing Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having been assented to by
the Governor is hereby published for general information :— .

"West Bengal Act XXXII of 2003
THE WEST BENGAL SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE ACT, 2003.
[Passed by the West Bengal Legislature)]

[Assent of the Governor was first published in the Kolkata Gazette,
Extraordinary, of the 31st December, 2003.]

An Act to facilitate the development, operation, maintenance,
management, administration and regulation of Special Economic Zone in
the State of West Bengal so as to accelerate economic reforms and to
promote the rapid and orderly growth, development and operation of
industries in such Special Economic Zone, and to provide for the matters

~ connected therewith or incidental thereto. o

Whereas it is expedient to facilitate the development, operation,
maintenance, management, administration and regulation of Special Economic
Zone in the State of West Bengal so as to accelerate economic reforms and to
promote the rapid and orderly growth, developrient and dperation of industries

in such Special Economic Zone, and to provide fot the matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto; . C e

‘

: It is hereby enacted inthe Fifty-fourth Year of the Republic of India, by
the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:— '
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.  The West Bengal Special Ecpndfzzic Zone Act, 2003. . .- 92+

(1 Chagter n— Identzﬁcation of Special Economic Zone.—Section 3.—Chapter .~
’ , Powers and Sunctions of the Development Commissioner.—Section 4.)

trade oi)eratié)r{s, duties and tén'ffs, having been declared
and notified in the Official Gazette as a Special Economic
Zone by the Central Government; - - o
(m) “State Governmerit’ means the Government of West Bengal;
(1), “unit” meansan enterprisé or part theréof, which occupies
~ space within the S_pebial'ECbnomic Zone for carrying on
- business as approved by the Development Commissioner.
o  "CHAPTER I |
- Identification of Special Economic Zone

B

oo

Identificationof 3.(1) The State Government may identify any area or areas to bea

g‘éicem Beonomic * - Speoial Economic Zone and may invite or accept proposals for the development

: v of such area or areas as Special Economic Zone; in such manner as may be
p,r:e;scri.bAed,‘!' P o B

(2) The proposal for establishing a Special Economic Zone shall be
forwarded by the State Government to the Central Government forits app_{‘oval-
~ (3)Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (1) and sub-
section (2), any area or areas identified as a Special Economic Zone priorto |
- the coming into fo‘r'cg' ofthis Act, shall be deefned to }lia\‘/e.b-ee_n duly identified
as a Special Economic Zone under this section. o '

CHAPTERII,
Powers and functions of the Development qunﬁssioner

Posysrs and 4. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act and the rules made

functions of thereunder, the Development Commissioner shall be vested with the power to

Development : s R ) ..
Commissioner. supervise, oversee and co-ordinate the activities ofthe Developer and units
' and to discharge such

a Special Economic Zone and to exercise such POWETS,
- functions, as are conferred on him by or under this Act or the rules framed
thereunder, in respect of such Special Economic Zone.. .- *- . -
(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any other
law for the time being in force, the Development Commissioner shall be

empowered— ¢,

(a) to act as a single agency to grant or issue, in'such manner as
méy be prescribed, approval, clearance, consent, permission,
licence and other authorisations, required for establishment
and operation of any unit in a Special Economic Zone; -
(b) to act as aconciliation officer for mediating in, and promoting
the settlement of, an industrial disputeunder the Industrial 14 of 1947.

Disputes Act, 1947;

(¢). to administer labour laws, for the time being in force, in such
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" The West Bengal Special Economic Zone Act, 2003.

(Chapter LII.— Powers and functions of the Developineht"Coinmz’ssioner:——Section 6.—
Chapter IV.—Developer.—Sections 7,8.)
Delegation of 6. The State Government may, by notification , direct that any function or
powers. power which the State Government may perform, exercise or discharge under this
Act, shall sitbject to such conditions; if any, as may be specified in the notification,
be performed, exercised or discharged by the Development Commissioner, and
where any such power is delegated he shall perform, exercise or discharge such
_ powers in the same manner and to the same extent as if they were conferred on
 him directly by this Act and not by way of delegation: T '

" "CHAPTERIV
* Developer - .
Selection of | . 7. (1) The State Government shall se]_ect‘ﬂle D¢veloi)er,insuchmanner
Dieveloper: and subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, for the purpose of development

of the area or areas, identified as a Special Economic Zone. _

. (2) Without prejudiceto the foregoing provisions of sub-section (1),
any Developer selected prior to coming into force of this Act, shall be deemed to
have been validly selected under this Act. - ' .

Powersand 8. (1) Subject to the’ prdi}i'sioris of t_his Act and the rules framed
functions of  thereunder, the Developer shall secure planned development of a Special Economic
Develoger. Zone and provide infrastructure and amenities for the establishment, operation,

maintenance and management of a Special Economic Zone.

(2) Subject to the provisions'to this Act, the Developer s}lali have the
.. power— o< ) = ome 1T L
(a) toallocate and transfer, subject to his own title, either by way of
.. leaseorsaleorotherwise, plots of land, buildings or installations
~ forindustrial, commercial, regidential or other purposes,
(b) to purchase land or to acquire legal right and title independently,
inrespect of land which is proposed to be developed asa Special
~ Economic Zone; - - o TP
(c).to levy service charges for providing the infrastructure or
. amenitiesto the unitsina Special EconomicZone after obtaining
L ~ approval of the authority; - i ea
(d) to authorise any person for the purpose of providing services
 orfor collection of charges within a Special Economic Zone.
_.(3) Without prejudice to the genérality of the foregoing provisions of
sub-sections (1) and (2), the Developer shallperform the following functions:—
(a) to prepare aplan for the developm ent of a Special Economic
Zone, in conformity with the regulations made by the authority
or after obtaining the approval from the State Government;
(b) to demarcate and develop sites for industrial, commercial,
residential and other purposes according to the plan;

(c) to develop, construct, install, operate, manage and maintain
infrastructure and amenities for implementation of such plan;
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. The West Bengal Special Economic Zone Act 2003

(Chapter V.— Special Economic Zone Development Authorzty.——Sections 9-11.) .

(d) to demarcate the b'c;undan'es ofa Special,Economic Zone or
any part thereof;

(e) to perfonn such other functions as may e prescnbed

CHAPTERV
Special Economic Zone Development Authority

Constitution of 9.(1) The State Government may, by notification, constitute a Special +*
3‘;‘:‘?‘&532{‘::“: Economic Zone Development Auithority for every Special Economic Zone, asit
ment Authority. DAy deem fit and proper, to exercise the powers conferred on, and the functions

assigned to it under this Act and the rules framed thereunder.

. (2) The authority shall be a body corporate by the name notified under

sub-section (1 ), having perpetual successwn and a common seal and by the said
. name, may sue and be sued.

M ?}Tb_ers of 10. (1) Every authority shall ooﬁsist of the following members, name1y~-—'
authority.

(a) Development Commissioner of the Spec1a1 Economic Zone;

(b) two members to be nominated by the Developer of concerned
“ Special Economic Zone;

(¢) onemember to be nominated by the unit or units within such-
Specnal Economic Zone;

(d) two members to be nominated by the State Government.

) The Development Commlssxoner of the Special Economic Zone shall
be the Chairperson of the authority. :

- (3) Theterm of office of, and thé manner of filling casual vacancies among,
the members of the authority shall be such as may be prescribed.

11. A person shall be d1squa11ﬁed for being appomted as amember of the
authorlty, ifhe-

Disqualifications.

(a) hasbeen convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for an offence
which in the opinion of the State Govemment involves moral

turpitude; or -
{b) isanundischarged insolvent; or
(c) isofunsoundmind and stands so declared by a competent court;or

-(d) hasbeen removed or dismissed from the service ofthe Central
Government or the State Government or abody corporate owned

or controlled by th;e' Central Government or the State Government,
as the case may be; or

(e) hasinthe opinion of the State Government such ﬁnancial or other
interest in the authority as is likely to affect, prejudicially, the
discharge ofhis functions as a member.
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Removal of
member.

Validity of acts

and proceedings.

Meetings of -

authority.

Officers and
employees of

authority.

Powers and
functions of

authority.

The West Bengal Special Economic Zone Act, 2003.

(Chapter V.— Spec:z:al Economic Zone-Devekopmezzt Authority.—Sections 12-16.)

12. The State Govemmeht may remove any m_einber of the authority
who— '
(@ without excuse, suﬂiment inthe op1mon of the State Government,
is absent more than four consecutive meetings oftheauthority,

(b) has, intheopinion of the State Government, soabused his position

as a member as to render his contmuance on-the authority

~ detrimental to the interests of the authority.

13.Noactor proceedmg of the authority shall be invalid by reason only of
the existence of any vacancy amongstits members orany ‘defect in the constitution
thereof. - ‘

14. (1) The authority shall meet at least once ina  month at such time and
place, and shall observe such rules of procedure in regard to transactlon of business
at its meetings, as may be provided by regulations. . o

(2) The quorum necessary at any such meetings, of the authority shall be
three.

(3) All questlons at ameetmg ofthe authonty shallbe decided by amajority
of votes of the members present and voting and in the case of equahty of votes, the
Chairperson or in his absence, any other person presiding shall have a second or
casting vote.

- 15.(1) The authority- may appoint such officers and employees, as it may
consider necessary for the efﬁment performance of functions by such authority.

(2) The salaries and allowances payable to, and the other terms and

_conditions of service of, such officers and employees shall be suchas may be

determined by regulatlons
16. (DIt shall be the duty of an authority to secure the development and
management of 2 Special Economic Zone in accordance with the guidelines issued

by the Central Government or the State Government, as the case may be, from ‘

time to time. : . .
(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrmy contamed inany other law

fof &16 time being in force, the. authority shall have the power—

(a) tolevytaxorcharge fees or service charges for the amenities or
infrastructure provided by it;
(b) toauthorise any person to collect tax, fees or service charoes to
the extent such amenities or mfrastructure arenot provided by
" the Developer
' (c) to authonse the DeveIOper to collect service charges, to the
extent such amenities or infrastructure are provided by the
' Developer . : . :
(d) to purchase by agreement orto take on lease or under any form
. oftenancy, any land and to erect thereon such buildings as may
be necessary for the purpose of carrying on its undertakings;

” (e) to enter into or perform such contracts as may be necessary for . .

" thedischargeofits functions and the exercnse of its powers under
~ thisAct; .
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Power to remove
difficulties.

. The West Bengal Spécial Economic Zone Act, 2003.

(Chapter LY.— Miscellaneous.—Section 35.-—Schedule.)
35. Ifany difficulty arises in giving effect to any of the provisions of this

Act, the State Government may, by order, not inconsistent with the provisions of
this Act, remove the difficulty:

Provided that no such order shall be made aﬁer the expiry ofa period of

three years from the date of coming into force of this Act.

10.
1.
12.
13,

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

19,
20.

THE SCHEDULE

[See sub-section (3) of section 26.]
List of Projects requiring envir onmental
clearances from the Central Government.

" Nuclear Power related projects such as Heavy Water Plants, nuclear fuel

complex, rare earths.
River Valley projects including hydel power, major 1mgat1on and their
combination including flood control.

" Ports, Harbours, Airports (except minor ports and harbours).

Petroleum Refineries including crude and product pipeline.

Chemical Fertilizers (Nitrogenous and Phosphatic other than single super
phosphate). ' -

Pesticides (Technical).
Petrochemical complexes (Both O

intermediates such as DMT, caprol
plastics such as LDPE, HDPE, PP, HVC.

Bulk drugs and pharmaceuticals. ,

Exploration for il and gas and their production, transportation and storage.
Svynthetic Rubber.

Asbestos and Asbestos products.

Hydrocyanic acid and its derivatives. N
(a) Primary metallurgical industries (such as productlon of Iron and Steel,
Aluminum, Copper, Zinc, Lead ar_1d Ferro Alloys).

(b) Electric arc furnaces (Mini Steel Plant).
Chlor-alkali industry.
Integrated paint complex includingm
required in the manufacture of paints.

Viscose Staple fibre and filament yarn.
Storage batteries integrated with manufacture of oxides of lead and lead

efinic and Aromatic) and Petro-chemical
actam, LAB, etc. and productlon ofbasic:

v

anufacture of resins and basic raw materials

antimony alloy.

All tourism projects between 200m — 500m of High Tide Line or at locations
with an elevation of more than 1000 meters with mvestment of more than

rupees five crores.

Thermal Power plants.
Mining projects (major minerals) with leases more than 5 hectares. ‘






