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PART Ill—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
LAY DEPARTMENT
Legislative
NOTIFICATION

No. 2331-L.—11th November, 2005.—The following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having been assented
to by the Governor, is hereby published for general information:—

West Bengal Act XXVIII of 2005

THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS (AMENDMENT)
ACT, 2005.

[Passed by the West Bengal Legislature.)

[Assent of the Governor was first publ;\hcd in the Kolkata Gazene,
: Extraordinary, of the 11th November, 2005.)

An Act to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act. 1955.

WiiEREAS it is expedient to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, \\\ l'fv_" Act
g s X 3 N ot 190
tor the purposes and in the manner hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted i the Fity-sixth Year of the Republic of Tador, by the
Legislature of West Bengal, as-follows: —
Short iude and

itian e snd 1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendiient)
vonunencement _-\Cl. 2005 3

(2) Save as otherwise provided in this Ac, it shall come into force on such date
as the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazerte, appoini.
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The West Bengal Land Reforms «Anendnient)
Act, 2005

(Sections 2-0.)
2. I section 1ol the West Bengal Land Reforms 2. 1955 (hereinafter referred
o as the principal Act, 1 the proviso o sub-section (21, for l‘hc words, IL'_((\.'.I.' and
figures “the arca, deseribed in Schedule 1o the Caleutta ;\lm»)icapu'l Act 19317 the
words, letier and figures “the area deseribed in Sche lule 1ot the Kolkat .\:‘ulllClpiﬂ
Corporation Act, 1980," shall be deemed to have been substituted with effect from
the Hth day of January, 1981

3. For sub-section (4) of section 3A of the principal Act, the following
sub-section shall be deemed to have been substituted with effect from the T day ol
Murch, 2003:—

Db provistons il secton shall o apply oany Tind o wineh the
cosot thie West Ber ol Hizhc-Fenaney CAvgmsinon and Regulytion Act. 2001

appis

4. Insub-section (1) of section 4 of the principal Act, the following Explanation
shiail be inserted and shal! be deemed to have been inserted, with effzet from the 7th
day of August; 1969:—

“Explanation.—For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that any person
or stitution who holds any plot of land—

(i) under any permit, lease or licence granted under the provisions of this
section; or

(b) as a thika wenant defined in clause (14) of section 2 of the West Bengal
Thika Tenancy (Acquisition and Regulation) Act, 2001; or

(¢) under sairati interests or by retaining such plot of land under clause (g)
of sub-section (1), read with sub-section (3), of section 6 of the West
Bengai Estates Acquisition Act, 1953,

shall not be a raiyat for the purpose of this sub-section.”.

5.0 Seeond proviso ta section B ol the principal Act shall be omitted.

6. In section 4C ol the principal Act,—
(1) 1o sub-section (2), the following proviso shall be added:—

“Provided that where the application as stated in sub-section (1)
relates to permission for change, conversion or a'teration of any plot
of land having water body of any description or size, the Collector shall
not make any order, unless he has made a prior cohsultation in writing
with such appropriate Deparvment of the State Government as may be
prescribed and such order of the Collector may, depending on the
circumstances of case, include wn order for creation of compensatory
water body of equial or larger size of ~ach water body which is required

- 1o be changed, converted or altered =
(2) after sub-section (4), the tollowing ~ub-section shall be inserted:—

“(4A) Notwithstandirg anything to the contrary contained in any
other law for the time bing in foree. whe: - the approval of the appropriate
Department of the St Cvernment or the local authority in respect
olany scheme or project, on tie pernission ol the appropriate Department
of the State Government or the local authority in respect of construciion
of buildings or any other permission to conduct any business or carrying
on any activity— '

(a) involves change of arca of any plot of land or character of such
plot ef iand or conversion of the same as mentioned'in sub-
section (1): or '

West Ben. Act
XXX of 1951
West Ben. Act
LIX of 1980.
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NANH o 2000

West Ben. Act
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
Act, 2005.
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(b) amounts o using of any plot of land having any water body
o any desciphon O s I neneer that degiades o destroys.

directly or mdirectly. such water body.

no such approval or permission ol the appropriate Depirtment of the
State Government or the Tocal authority shall be made unless the order
of the Collector directing change, conversion or alteration of such plot
of land or plot of land having any water body of any description or INVALR
as the case may be. under sub-section (2), is obtained.™;

(3) for sub-section (5), the llowing sub-section shall be substituted:—

“(5) (a) Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this section,
where any plot of land has been changed or converted or aliered n
violation of this section: if the Collector, on his own motion ar on
receiving information, is of the opinion that it 15 necessary so (o doin
public interest, he may make an order directing & raiyet o d jessee
for restoration of the original character of the concerned Tand withiin
specified time.

(b) On receipt of the order, the raiyat or the lessee shall restore ihe
original character of the plot of land at his own cost within such tme,
as may be ordered by the Collector.

(c) Ifthe raiyat or lessee fails to comply with the order, the Collector
may take action for restoring the original character of such plot of lund
and realise the cost for restoration from the raiyat or the lessee

(d) If the raiyat or lessee fails to pay the cost of restoration, the
Collector may realise the cost as a public demand in accordance with
the provisions of the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913.7

7. In section 4D of the principal Act, second proviso to sub-section (1) shall
be omitted.

8. To sub-section (1) of section 14Z of the principal Act, the following provisos
shall be added, and shall be deemed to have been added, with effect from the 7th day
of August, 1969:— .

“Provided that nothing of this seciion shall apply to the land possession of which

"has been allowed to be retained under clause (g) of sub-section (1) read with sub-

section (3) of section 6 of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953,
notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time being in force or in any
agreement of in any decree, judgement, decision, award of any Cuourt, Tribunal or
Authority:

Provided further that an intermediary, other than a lessee holding land directly
under the State Government under a lease, who has been allowed to retain land andes
sub-section (3) of section 6 of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1983, may
be permitted, by writien order of the State Government. 1o rranster by way of open
auction at the price not less than the reserve price © be determined by the Coilector.
<o much of such land as in the opinion of the Suite Government is required for the
purpose of revival of the mills, factories or workshops including the payment of the
outstanding liabilities of the employees of such mills, fuctories or workshops, 1 such
manner as may be prescribed and the price realised from such auction shall be utilised
under the supervision and control of such authority, and in such manner, as Ry be
prescribed: 2

Ben. Act 111 of
1913,

Waest Bea, Act |
o 1954

o —

e

Ty
RS

e S ————




- THE KOLKATA GAZFETTE, EXTRAORDINARY. NOVEMBER 11, 2005

The Weyr Bengal 1.,/ Reforms (Amendment)
Act, 2005,

(Section 9.)

Provided also thag the portion of land permitted to be .
Government under the second proviso shall be deeimed to h
imcrmcdi:u')' under the provisions of clause (g) of sub-sectic
West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 and the provig
section 6 of that Act shall stand amended 1o that extent f
the transferee shall be deemed 1o be g raiyar in respecy

Substitution of 9,
section 23

ansterred by the Stage
iave been retained by the
m (1) of section 6 of the
,ions of sub-section (3) of
or that particular case and
of such portion of land.".

For section 23 of the principal Act, the following scction shall be sub

stituted:—
‘f,’c“m?""“'h" 23. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in
ol revenue,

judgement, decree ororder of any cougy oy triunal or jn any law for

the tme being in'furcc. Ararvar shall Pay as revenue. Selermined oy Ui rate as stated

. mealumn (3) of the Tuble betow in respect of the category of plotof lang as mentioned

- in column (2 Of (e said Table, with elfect from such date, as the State Gavernmeny
may, by natification inthe Official G«:clu'.-spccil'y:—-

any

-

Table

et . s‘\\\

A e et
Sl Category of plot of land Rate of
No.

revenue
i g v 0 R L
) (2)

(3)

———

I Where any plot of lund iy situated in the areas not falling
within the Jocal linuts of any Municipal Corporation or

Municipulily, other tl.an the areas of the Kolkata Metropolitan
Development Authority—

() in case such plot of land is yseq for the purpose of Rs. 20.00 per
agricultare; § acre,

d for the Purpose of - Ry, 30.00 per

dacre,

M in case such plot of Lund s use
activities allied 1o agriculture,
l:i\'plmluliml.~T he ex

agriculture” shyj) mean fisheries

' sericulture, dairies,
livestock breeding and include other land based bjo.-
mass production activities;

(¢) in case such plot of land s comprised in teq garden Rj. 30.00 per
and land used for cultivation of tea; acre,

(d) in case fuch plot of land s used as homesteads and Rg. 40.00 per
non-agricultura] Purposes other thap commercial any 5

industria] activities g
clause (n);

acre

() in case such Plotof land is held by

any Governmen Rs. 50.00 per
undenaking; :

acre,

Rs. 150.00 per

dere,

N in case such plot of Jung ;

a body corporate, other Governimen Cumpuny

as defined jp section 617 of the Companies Act,
1956 for the Purpose of activitjes allied 10 agriculture
as defined in Explanation 0 clause (b);

Rs. 200.00 per
Y any co- acre. ’

West Ben, At
Lol 1954

Tof 1956,
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
Act, 2005.

(Section Y.)

e e ———— i 11 4 S

(n (2)

e i e

() in case such plotof land is used for brackish water
(isheries by a company ov any body corporate other
than # Government Company as defined in section
617 of the Companies Act, 1956:

(i) incase such plot of land is used for any commercial
and industrial activities as mentioned in clausc (n)
without having any pucca structure;

(j) in case such plot of land is used under mulli-rs(orjcd
building by any co-operative societys

(k) in case such plot of land is used for housing complex
developed by any private company of any public
company, other than a Government Company as
defined in section 617 of the Companies Act, 1956:

(1) in case such plot of land is used for any commercial
. and industrial activities, not specified in clause (n).
in any pucca structurc;

(m) in case su.hplot of land is used for agro-prbccssing.
food-processing, agro-industries, agricultural
commodities storage warehouses and godowns, food
parks in pucca structure;

(n) in case such plot of land is used for commercial and
industrial activitics.

Explanation.-—The expression “commercial and
industrial activities” shall mean cold storagcs, rice
mills, general trading warehouses, godowns,
automobiles garages, repairing shops, business
establishments in market place or supermarket,
multiplexes, cinema, theatre of video halls, and hotels,
restaurants, and hospitals, pathological laboratories,
nursing homes, and include other offices and
establishments of any company O body. corporate
other than a Government company .as defined in
section 617 of the Companies Act, 1956

(0) in case such plot of land is comprised in and used
for mills, factories or workshops other than those
commercial and industrial activities specified in
clause (1) and clause ().

2. Where any plot of land is situated in the arcas. falling within

the local limits of any Municipal Corporation or.

Municipality, other than the areas of the Kolkata Metropolitan
Development Authority—

(a) in case such plot of land is used for the purpose of
agriculture and activities allied to agriculture;

e 0000 pey

acre.

Rs. S00.00 per

acre
Rs. 600.00"per
acre.

Rs. 800.00 per

acre.

Rs. 1600.00
per acre.

Rs. 1200.00
per acre.

Rs. 1500.00
per acre.

Rs. 2000.00
per acre.

Rs. 20.00 per

acre,

1ot 1930




THE KOLKATA GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, NOVEMBER 11, 2005

The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
Act, 2005.

(Section 9.}

3)

shops, husincss cslablishmcnm in-marketplace or
supermarket, multi-plexes, cinema, theatre or video halls,
hotels, restaurants and hospitals, pathological laboratories.
and nursing homes, and include other offices or
establishments of any company and body corporate other
than a Government company as defined in section 617
of the Companies Act, 1956,

(n (2
(b) in case such plot of land is used for homesteads and
is situated within the local limits of—
(i) any Municipal Corporation. Rs. 35 per
decimal.
(ii) any Municipality of Category A, Rs. 25 per
decimal.
(i) any Municipality of Category B, Rs. 20 per
decimal.
(iv) any Municipality of Calégory-(‘. Rs. 1S per
= decimal.
(v) any Municipality of Category D, Rs. 10 per
decimal.
(vi) any Municipality of Categoiy E; Rs. 5 pier
decimal,
(¢) in case such plot of land is comprised in and used for
mills, factories, workshops or any other commercial
and industrial activities and such plot of land is situated
within the local limits of—
() any Municipal Corporation, Rs. 175 per
decimal.
» i) any Municipality of Category A, Rs. 150 per
S decimal.
(iii) any Municipality of Category B, Rs. 100 per
decimal.
(iv) any Municipality of Category C, Rs. 75 per
decimal,
(v) any ‘Municipality of Category D, Rs. 50 per
decimal.
(vi) any Municipality of Catcgo_ry E. . Rs. 25 per
; decimal,
Explanation.—The expression “commercial and
industrial activities” shall mean cold storages,
- warchouses, godowns, automobiles garages, repairing

Iof 1956,
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
’ Act, 2005.

(Section 10.)

(n (2 , 3

(d) in case such plot of land is used for hun-;ngnimllur:ll Rs. SO0 per
purposes other than commercial and industrial activities  acre.
mentioned in clause (¢);

Explanation I.—For the purpose of determination
of revenue inrespect of any plotof land, municipalitics §
are classified into the following categorics on the ;
basis of population as ascertained at the last preceding
census of which the relevant figures have been
published:—

Catcgory A——muﬁicipul areas having population
more than 2,15,000;

Catcgory B—municipal arcas having population
above 1,70,000 but not =xceeding
2,15.000:

Catcgory C—municipa! areas having population
above '85.000 but ot exceeding

1,70,000;
4 Category D—municipal areas having population
* . above 35.000 but not exceeding
85,000;

Category E— municipal areas having population
not exceeding 35,000:
Provided that Darjeeling Municipality is classified
as Category A municipality irrespective of the
population.

Explanation II.—For the purpose of determination
of revenue in respect of any plot of land comprised
in and used for mills, factories, workshops or other

: commercial and industrial activities, revenue for the
5 < . portion of the plot of land which is not directly used
~ ' for shops, offices, storages and godowns, parking
spaces in puéca structures of such mills, factories,
workshops shall be assessed at the rate specified in

clause (d) of serial No. 2.".

‘"Sf!(‘)i““ f‘:’ new 10.  Aftersection 23 of the principul Act, the following section shall be inserted:—
sccuon alter
section 23,

“Exemption. 23A.  Notwithstanding anything contained clsewhere in this Act,
the following lands shall be exempted from the pay'ment of revenue under this Act—

() land owned by the Central Government, the State Government and the
local badies:

(b Land used as public roads, burial grounds, places of worship, burning
ehat or for such other public purposess as may be prescribed: and -

(¢) land held by the Government spansored educational institution.”
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& The West Bengal Land Reforms ( Amendment)
= Act, 20085,
(Sections 11-13.)
iokilag gt 11 In cliuse (a) of sub-section (1) of section 24 of the principal Act. in the
section 24. ; :
— second proviso,—
(1) paragraph (b) shall be omitted;
(2) paragraph (c) shall be omitted;
(3) paragraph (d) shall be omitted.
Amendaem of “12. In sub-section (2) of section 52 of the principal Act, for the words “subject
Y e o the control of the State Government.”, the words “subject to the control of the State
Government, particularly determination of terms and conditions of lease as may be
specitied in the lease deed and fixation of annual rent with or without premium.”, shall
be sub_s},ixul:d. ' T e :
Seadens of 13. Section 52B of the principal Act shall be renumbered s sub-section (1) of

that section, and— TEo

(1) insub-section (1) so renumbered, for the w s and figures “by an order
of the prescribed 5uthority in accordance with the provisions of
section 49", the words “by an order of the Revenue Officer, who shall
use such force as may be required for the purpose of such eviction” shall
be substituted;

(2) after sub-section (1), the following sub-section shall be inserted:—

~

*(2) The Revenue Officer may send a written requisition to the
officer-in-charge of the local police station or to any police officer
superior in rank to such officer-in-charge and on receipt of such written
requisition, the police officer concerned shall render all necessary and
lawful assistance for the purpose of enforcing delivery of possession of
the land after evicting the person in actual accupation of such land.".

By order of the Governor,

MD. HESAMUDDIN,
Secy. 10 the Govt. of West Bengal,
) Law Department. :

Published by the Controller of Printing and Stationery, West Bengal and printed at Saraswaty Press Ltd.
(Government of West Bengal Enterprise), Kolkata 700 054
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PART I—Orders and Notifications by the Governor of West Bengal, the High Count, Government Treasury, etc.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
LAND & LAND REFORMS DEPARTMENT
Land Reforms Branch
NOTIFICATION
No. 3833-LR/IA-01/OSGE(M) Kolkata, the 17¢h November, 2005.
In exercise of the Power conferred by sub-section (2) of section 1 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
Act, 2005 (West Be

n. Act XXVIIT of 2005) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Governor is pleased hereby
to appoint the |st day of December, 2005 as the date with effect from which the said Act shal come intq force,

By order of the Governor,

SUKUMAR DAS:
Secy. to the Govt. of West Bengal.

*‘\ o : ‘\,~—'T~“““‘\““""‘*‘
Published by the Controller of Printing and Stationery, Wes Bengal and printed o Suraswity Preys 4.
(Govemnmeng of West Bengal Entcrprisc). Kolkata 700 056
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PART [—Orders and Notifications by the Govemor of West Bengal, the High Court, Government Treasury, cte.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
LAND & LAND REFORMS DEPARTMENT

Land Reforms Branch
NOTIFICATION
No. 3834-LR/1A-01/05GE(M) Kolkata, the 17th November, 2(X)5.

In exercise of the power conferred by section 23 of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 (West Ben. Act X
of 1956) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Governor is pleased hereby to specify the 17th day of December,
2005 as the date with effect from which a raiyat shall pay revenue for his land in the manner as laid down in
section 23 of the said Act as amended by section 9 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2005 (West
Ben. Act XXVII of 2005).

By order of the Governor,

SUKUMAR DAS,
Seey. to the Gove of West Bengal.
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