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West Bengal Act XXII of 19501 

THE WEST BENGAL ANIMAL SLAUGHTER 
CONTROL ACT, 1950. 

&I w DED . . West Ben. Act XDC of 1979. 

[6tlr April, 1950.1 

WHEREAS it is expedient lo conlrol Ihc slaughter ofcenain anirnals willi 
a view la increase h e  supply of milk and to avoid the wastage of animal 
power ncccssary for improvemenl of agriculture; 

It  is hereby enac~ed as fo1Iows:- 

1. ( 1 )  This Act may be called Ihz West Bcngal Animal Slaugh~er shon rir~c. 
Conlral Acl, 1950. cxtcnt and 

comlncncc- 
(2) It extends to h e  whole of Wcst Bengal. ment. 

(3) Ir shall comc into ?Ibrce on such datc or datcs as thc Statc 
Government may, by nolificalion in the Oficial Gazerre, appoinl and 
different dales may be appdnted for diffcrcnt par& of West Bengal. 

2. This Act applies to the animals spccilied in the Schedule. Appliu~ion 
of Act. 

3. In this Act. unless here is anyrhing repugnant in [he subjecr or firinittons. 
context,- 

(i) "animal" mcans an animal lo which [his ACL appljcs; 
( i i )  "Calcuua" has chc s a c  meaning as in clause ( I  I )  of 

scction 3 of [he Calcurta Municipal Acr, 1923'; 
'(iii) "Presidcnt" means,- 

(a) in rela~ion lo a municipali~y, any person presiding over 
 he affairs of any municipal aulhorily, and 

(b) in relation to a Par~clruyaf Sarrriri, any person presiding 
over the affairs of any Prurchaja~ Sanfifi, 

by whatever name called, and includcs any person 
nominated by him For h e  purposcs of this Act; 

(iv) "prcscribcd" mcans prescribed by rules madc undcr his Acl; 

'For Slaternent of Objecrand Rcxons, see !he Culcurm Goreric, kktroardit~flry, dda~cd h e  
2lsr Jmu.uy, 1950, PI, IV, pagc 85; for pmcedings of thc Wmt Bcngal Lxgislativc 
Assembly,seethe p~ecd ingsof rhc  r~icc~ingorlhc Wcsi BcngnlLcgislaiiw kscmbly.  k l d  . - 
on the 14th February, 1950.- 
'~I-Ic Acl c m e  inloforcc in Calcutramdscvzr~l municipdities on thc 1 SthMarch, 1952. 

vide notification No. 639. dved thc Isr Fcbruq,  1952. publiskd in the Cnlclrrfn Gnze~re. 
Enruordillnq. dared rhc 13th M m h ,  1952. Pan I. page 455. It also camc into l o rn  in lhc 
Kdimpong Municipality. ~idenotificarionNo.78&9 Vcty..da1cd51hAugusl. 1953,published 
in B e  Calcrrfra Gazerre, ~rruordirrr~ty, 1953, Pan I, pagc 965. 

'Thc Chlcutta Municipal Act, 1923 (8cn. Acl In of  1923) w ~ s  repealed and reenacled 
by thc Cdcutra Municipal Act, 195 1 (Wcs~  Ben. Act XXXIlI of 1951), 

'Clause (iii) wm subsutu~cd for thc original clause by s. 2(a) olthc West Bcngal Animal 
SlaughrrrCon~ml IAmcndmcnO Acl. 1W9 Wesl  Ben. Acl XIXoF 19791. 
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'(v) "Velerinary Surgeon" means,- 

(a) in areas other than Catcutra, a Vctcrinary Surgeon, and 

(b) in Calcutta, a Velerinary Surgcon of the Djrecrorarc of 
Veterinary Scrviccs, Govcmment of Wcst Bcngal, 
acting rvirhin thc local limils of his jurisdiction, and 

(vi) "Ve~erinary Officcr" mcans- 

(a) in areas o!hcr than Calcutra, a District Veterinary 
Officcr, and 

(6) in Calcurla, a Superinrcndcnt of Veterin~ty S C K V ~ C ~ S  
(Headquarlcrs) of the West Bengal Civil Veterinary 
Department acting within h e  local limits of his 
jurisdiction. 

Prohibi~ion 
orsla,,gt,tcr 4. (I) Notwithstanding anything in any other law for h e  time bcing 
oranimal in  force or in any usage to the contrary, no pcrson slialI slaughlcr any 
withour 
ccnificarc, animal unlcss he has obtained in respcct thcrcof a cenificale under sub- 

section (2) or sub-section (3) t h a ~  rhc animal is fit for slaughler. 

(2) '[The President of  a municipali~y or a Parrcilayar Sr~rtriri, as rhc 
casc may be, and the Vetcrinaq Surgeon] may issue a certificate undcr 
their join[ signatures that an animal is fir for slaughter if lhey are both ol 
opinion (which shalI be recorded) Ihal- 

(a) the animal is over fourrccn y cars of age and unfit for work or 
brzzding, or 

(b) rhe animal has become permancnlly incapacitalcd lrom 
work or breeding duc to age, injury, defomiry or any 
incurable discasc. 

(3) Where therc is a dirfcrcnce DT opinion betwecn ' [he Presidcnt of 
a municipality or a Pd~rchayat Satrriti, as !he casc may be, and thc 
Velerinary Surgeon] as to the issue of a ccrlifica~c under sub-sec~ion (2), 
the mattcr shall be referred to the Veterinary Orliccr and a cmificate shall 
be issued or rcfuscd according as the Vcrcrinary Officer is of opinion that 
the animal i s  f i l  ro be slaughrercd or is not so f i t .  

(4) Where undcr sub-section (3) a certificarc i s  issued or reruscd, rhe 
order granting or rcfusing issue of the certificate shall be signed by rhe 
Veterinary Ofiiccr. 

' C l a w  (v) was subsriruted For thc original clausc by s. 2(b) of thc West Bcngd Anirn~l 
Sraughlcr Control (Amcndrnenr) Act. 1979 (\Vest Ben. Act XIX of 1919). 

'Thc words within [he squm bncke~s wcrc subs~ilu~cd for h e  word< 'Thc President of 
municipdity and h c  Vc~crinary Assistm~ Sursron" by s. 3(z), ibid. 

'The words within he s q u m  bmckels ivcrc subsiitutcd lor he words "thc Prcsidenr or 
I rnu-n;rinili~v inr l  rhr V ~ r ~ r i n n r v  Ac~i t rant  F ~ ~ r ~ r n n "  hv s l (h l .  ;hid. 



Tile IYext Be~rgol At~itnal Slarrghrer ConlroI 
Acr, 1950. 

(5) Any person aggrieved by therc~usal to issue a cenificatc under his 
section may, wilhin IiReen days from h c  dare ofcommunication 10 him of 
such rerusal, appeal lo [he Slate Govcrnmcnr against the ordcr of refusal, 
and thc Sralc Govcrnmcnt may pass such ordcrs rhcreon as i t  thinks f i ~ .  

(6) The State Government may, at any lime for the purpose of 
satisfying irself as lo h e  legality or propricly of  any action taken under this 
section, call for and cxaminc thc record of any casc, and may pass such 
orders hereon as il thinks fit. 

(7) Subjccr to h c  provisions of this section, any ac~ion raken under 
this seclion shall bc final and shall not be called in quesdon in any court. 

5. No animal in respect of which a cerlificale has bccn issued undcr 
section 4 shall be slaugh~ered in any place other than a pIacc prescribed in 
(his behalf. 

6. ( 1 )  For the purposes of enforcing thc provisions of this Acl, [[the 
Presidenl ofa municipality or a Panclrayar Sart~iti, as the case may be, or 
the Veterinary Surgeon or any person] aurhoriscd by thc Vercrinary 
Assistant Surgeon in wriring in [his behalf shall have powcr to cntcr and 
inspect any prcmiscs within the local limits ofhisjurisdiction w'rtere he has 
reason ro believe chat an oficncc under lhis Act has bccn or i s  likcl y to be 
committed. 

(2) Every person i n  occupillion of any such prcmiscs as i s  spcci Lcd in 
sub-section ( 1 )  shall allow '[the President of amunic ipa l i~~  ora Pa)tchajat 
Snmiri, the Veterinary Surgcon] or the person authoriscd, as hc casc may 
be, such ncccss to the premises as he may require for [he aforesaid purposc, 
and shall answcrany questionpul lo him by2[~hePresidentofa municipali~y 
or a Pat~rfraya/ Sun~iti, hc Veterinary Surgcon] or thc person au~horised, 
as h e  case may be, lo h e  besl of his knowledge or bzticf. 

7. Whocvcr contravenes any of Lhc provisions contained in this Acl 
shall be punishable with imprisonment fora tcrm which may extend to six 
rnonhs, or wilh finc which may exrend ro onc thousand rupees, or with 
both. 

A f l  V of 
1598. 

8. Notwithstanding a n y h n g  contained i n  the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1598, all offences under h i s  Act shall be cognizable. 

'Thc words within the q u m  brnckcLs wen: subsriiutd lor h c  wor& "thc Pmidcnt of 
a municipality or rhc Vcrcrinary Gssisl~L Surgeon or any person" by s. 4(a) or the Wesl 
Bcngd Animal Siaughrcr Conmil (Amendment) Acr, 1979 (West Ben. A d  XIX of 1979). 

Pmhihili~n 
olslaughrcr 
of a n i d s  in 
placcs not 
prescribed 
for rhc 
purpose. 

Pcndtics. 

:The words wi~hin Ihe square hnckcrs wcrc subr;tiru!ed for h c  words "the Frcsidcnt or 
a ~nunicina!itv. ~ h c  Vclcrinnrv Acril;lanl Surecon" hv s. 41h). il~id 



OIficers 
exercising 
PO\\'Crs 
under [his 
Act dcclncd 
10 bc public 
szTr8anLs. 

Prolcc~ion of 
pcrsons 
acting in 
good faith. 

1kI)c.lzgalion 
of functions. 
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9. Whoevcr abets any offence punishable under this Act oratrcmpts 
l o  cornmil any such offence shall be punished wirh thc punishment 
pruvidcd in [his Act for such offence. 

10. '[All Prcsidcntsof ~nunicjpaliuesorPn~~r.lra~ar Samitis, Vclcrinaq 
Surgeons], Vctcrinary Officers and orher personsexercising powcrs under 
this Act shall be deemed to be public servana wilhin rhc mcaning of 
secrion 21 of the Indian Penal Code. Act XLV of 

1860. 

11. No sui l ,  prosecution or other legal proceeding shall be insljtured 
against any person for anything which i s  in p o d  hilhdone or inrended to 
bc done under this Act or ihc rulcs r n d c  thcrcundcr. 

12. Thc State Governmenr may, by general or spccial order and 
subject 10 such condirions as it may rhink f i t  LO imposc, cxempt from t hc 
opcrauon OF [his Act thc slaughter of any animal for any rcligious. 
medicinal or research purposes. 

13. The S~alcGovernmenrmay, by nolifjcation in thc Oflciul Guzette. 
=delcgalc to any officer of State Governrnen~ all or any of ils powers or 
runclions under sub-seclions ( 5 )  and (6) of seclion 4, or scc~ion 12. 

14. (I) Thc Srarc Governmcnl may, by norificalion in thc Oficinl 
Gazette, makc 'rules ro carry out Lhe purposes of  this Act. 

'Tk words whhin ihc squm bnckc~s  wcrc subdtutcd lor he words " A l l  Pm<idcnls of 
municipalilies. Velcrinw Assis~mi Surgeons" by s. 5 ollhc Wcst Bengd Animal Slaughlcr 
Control (Anxndmenl) Acr- 1979 (Wcst Ben. Act XIX of  1979). 

: ( I )  For delegation of pwers  md functions undcr scciion 11 OF rhc Acl- 
(a) lo ccnain olficcn in rrspcct olccnin ~ W C ,  ~ c e  noiific~uon No. 2151 Very .. 

da~ed 19.3.52. published in !he Crrlcurru Grrzerte. of 1952. Part I.  page 3369. 
(b) torheSuMiwriolulOiliccr.Kd~n~png~ in~pcc~ofKalimponpMunicipdiry. 

xcc noiific~tion No. SIS9 Vely.. dared 11.8.53, publishcd in thc Cnlcrrrrn 
Gazerre. Errrnordir~nry of 1953, Pm 1. page 966. 

(c) to lhc Supcnntcndcn~ ofVctcrinvyScn.iccs. k ~ c m  Rmgr md lk Assistant 
Prorcssor of Conipmrivc Analorny, Tee nolificalion No. 67W Vc~y., da~ed 
31.7.54. publishcd in lhl: Culcuttu C~~zcne.  Errmordi~~ar). or 1954. Pm I, 
pages 1075- 1076. x suhscqucntly mcndcd fmln rime lo rime. 

(2) For dclcgation of powers and func~ions under sub-xctions (5) and (6) of section 4 
ofthc AcI- 

(a) ro the J~int  Diactoi of Vclcrinary Scrvi~m. Wcsi Bcngal, see notificalion 
No. 9437 Vcty., da~ed IU.  11.54. published in the C ( i l ~ ~ t m  Gazerre of 1954. 
Pm I, page 3870. 

(b) 10 thc Dircclor of Vcrcrinary Scrviccs and Animal Husbandry, WCSI 
Bcngal, see no~ificarion No, 1539 Very.. dnrcd 10.1.59, publishcd in the 
Crllc~rrfu Gorette ol1959, Pari 1, pagc 909. 

'For [hc \Yes1 Bcngal Aninid Sfaughcr Controt RuIes, 1950, see nolificalion No. 8793 
Vcry.. dxcd 2.1 t .5l, published in the Calcltfra Gflzerre of 1951. Pan I .  pages 3'05-3210. JS 
ru-krnn--nnr l~.  ~ m o n r l r r l  Tmrn rim" m rim* 



The West Bengal Arrirrral Sla~rglrrer Corrrrol 
Acr. 1950. 

XXII of 1950.1 
( T l ~ e  Scl~edrrle.) 

(2) In pa~~icularand withou~prcjudiccto thcgcncnlily orthe foregoing 
'I power, such nhcs may providc for- 

(a) the form and manner in which applicalions for certifica~cs 
undcr sccuon 4 shall bc made; 

(b) hc fees payablc for any certificaic which may be issued 
undcr scction 4 and Ihc form of such cerlificares; 

'(c) h e  lime and the places at which animals may be slaughtered 
in a municipality or a Block in pursuance of this Act; 

(d) rhc conditions subjcct to which the slaughter of any animal 
. may be pe&i~ted undcr scction 12. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

(See seclion 2.) 

Bulls. 
Bullocks. 
Cows. 
Calves. 
Male and female buffaloes. 
Buffalo calves. 
Castrated buffaloes. 

'Clause(c) w~insened by s.6or1helVest BengdhimdSlaugh~erConuo!(~mcndmenl) 
Act. 1979 (Wesr Ben. ACI XfX of 1979). 




