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Dcfini~ions. 2. In his ACI. unlcss thcrc is anything repugnant in the subject or 
contex1,- 

(a) "Appcllare Authority" means an AppcIlate Authority 
Iappoinwd by notification for any urban arca or pm thereof 
in which this Act has come inlo force; 

2(aa) "Aulho~ised Officer" means an officer appoinrcd as such by 
thc Stntc Government by notification for any urban prca or 
part rhcrcof in which this Act has come inlo forcc; 

(b) "cattie" means any animal of the bovine species and includes 
buffaloes; 

(c )  "lilmiIy" means a set of parenls, childrcn, scrvants and other 
rclarions living together i n  the same mess; 

(d) "hauseholder" means a person who nccupies any premises as 
his own dwelling; 

'(dd) "kl~aral" means a place whcrc calllc are kepr or mainrained 
ror the purpose of lradc or business in cartle including 
business in milk or olherwisc; 

(e)  "liccnsc" means a. license issued undcr this Act; 

(0 "Licensing Aurhoriry" mcans a Licensing Au~hority 
"appoin~ed by notification [or any urban area or part thereof 
in which h i s  Act has come into force; 

(g) "notificadon" means a notification published by rhc State 
Government in the Oficiai Gazette; 

(h) "prescribed" mcans prescribed by rulcs made by rht State 
Governmen1 undcr this Acl; 

5(j) "urban arca" means- 

(a) the area wilhin CalcuUa as defined in the Calcutta Ben. 
Af 1 XXXllI MunicjpalAcr,1951,oranypar~or~irtsofsucharea,or . ~ , q r l .  

'For nolificacion relaing ro rhc oppinimeni or lhe Direcfor, Diry kvcloprnen~ and 
Aninid Husbandry and Er-oflcio Milk Commissioner. Wcsl Bcngal. as Ihe nppellnte 
aulhoriiy for Ihe purposcs oithc Act, sec notiIicicl~ion No. 6219-Milk. dated 5fl-1 November, 
1960, publishcd in the C~Icurra Gazerre oi 1960, PI I. p q z  3605. 

:Clause (m) w a  inserted by s. 2(a] of rhc U'crr Bengll Cnrrlc Licensing (Amcndnvnt) 
Acl, 1984 (West Bcn, Act XXXVI of 1964). 

'This clause wrus inscncd by s. 2(b), ibid. 
'Fornorific~rionrcIa~ingtoappoinrrnenr oilhcIkputy Milk Commissioner, \VcaBcngd 

( I  ), x the Licensing Aulhority for the wholc of the urban m mentioned in notification 
No. 3406-Mk, dxed  rhc 25th Junc. 1960, see, nolilicntion No. 6282-Milk. dacd 3 1st 
August, 1961, publishcd in the Calci~~~lrrll Guzrrfe of 1962. Pm 1, p q c  1036. 

'Qmsc (i) was subslirurcd lor ~ h c  original clause by s. 3 of thc WCSI Bengal Cattle 
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(Secriorrs 3-5.) 

Bcn. ACI XV (b) thearea wilhin any municipality as defined in rhc Bcngal 
o t  1932. Municipal ACI, 1932,or;withinChandcmagoreasdelincd 
WCSI Bcn. in the Chandcrnagore Municipal ACL, 1955, or any part 
Act XVlIl of 
1455. 

or pws of such area; 

and includes such other area lo which the provisions of this ACL may bc 
exlended undcr the proviso lo sub-section (2) of scclion 1. 

'3. Aftcr this Act comes into force in any urban area no person shall mdc nor to 
k kcpl or keep in. or import into, such area any ca~tle except undcr a valid license. i,,pontd in 

. Erplar~flliorr.--For the purposc of this srcuon, "impofl" includes the $:Elmx 
unloading of catlle from any railway wagon, vehiclc or vessel or any olher liccnr. 
conveyance uscd in carrying [he samc and also [he raking of catlle Lhrough 
any urban area. 

4. ( I )  Thcre shall be '[rhrcc] classes of Iiccnses, namely:- Two clases 
of licenses. 

!(a) a liccnsc granted ro a householder i n  respecr of caule kept in 
his own premises exclusively for consumption of milk by 
himsclf or by any member of his family or by his agent. 

Erp1nrrorion.-"Agenr" shall havc lhc same meaning as 
in  the Indian Conrmcl Acl, 1872; 

(b) a license gran~cd to any person in respec1 of cattle kcpt in 
any premises or placc for any purposc save as rnenuoncd in 
clausc (a) above. 

d ( ~ )  a licensc granted [o any pcrson For importing cattle. 

(2) Licenses referred to in clauscs5[(a), (b) and (c)] of sub-section (1) 
shall bc called respccuvcly blClass A, Class B and Class C] licenses. 

5. (I) Any person intending to havc a '[Class A-or a Class B or Issue or 

a Class C] license shall apply to the Liccnsing Authorily in the prescribed liccnsc. 

rnanncr and [he licensing aulhority may rhcrcai~er grant a Iiccnsc under 
this Acl or may, alter recording reasons Ihcrelbr, refuse h e  application 
for a iiccnse. 

'Sccrion 3 wu subsriturcd Tor rhr: original scc~ion by s. 2 of rhc Wcji Bcngal Catde 
Liccnsing (A~ncndn~cn!) Acr. 1976 (WCSL Bcn. Act XLll 01 1976). 

'The word w i rh in~hcsq~~~v  bnckclswassubs~i~utrd forheword"rwo" by ~.3(a)(i).ibill. 
'Clausc (3) \ v a  subsrim~cd (or thc original clausc by s. 3 of (he \Vrrr Bcngal Cairle 

Liccnsing (Arncnd~ncnr) Acl. 1984 (\Yes[ Ben. Act XXXVl or 1984). 
'Clausc (c) was imcned by s. J(n)(ii) nirk\Vesl Bengal &nlcLiccnsing(hendmcni) 

Acr, 1976 {Wcsl Ben. Act XLII of 1976). 
'The brackm. Icrien and word within rhc squm bnckeis were subs~iiuicd lor thc 

bnckels, lerlcs and word "[a) md [b)" by s. 3(b)(i), ilrid. 
"Thc words and lcttcrs within [he squm brackets sere substilutcd for the lcncrs and 

words "Clm A and Clws B by s. 3(b)(li), ibid. 
The words and letles within lhe square brackers were subsri~rcd lor rhe words and 

-. 
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(2) Evcry liccnse shall bt: valid for such period as may bc prcscribcd 
and may be renewed on applicn~ion in rhc prcscribcd manncr to the 
Licensing Authori~y. 

(3) Every license shall menlion the ilddrcss or [he prcnlises or place 
whcrc thc cauk  are ro bel[kepr or impofled] and thc maximum number and 
ihc descriplion of cai~le which may bc '[kcpt or imported] under the 
liccnse; such address, nunibcr or description may be varied on applicalion 
made in the prescribed manncr to thc Liccnsing Aulhorjly. 

(4) T l~e  nature and !ypc orshcd lo bc provided for keeping cat~le undcr 
a license shalI hc such as may bc prcscribed and no license shall be granlcd 
unless thc Liccnsing Au~horily is satisfied thal a shed as prcscribcd has 
becn provided. 

(5) Every license shall bc subjcc~ to such conditions as  moy bc 
prescrihcd and thc condi~ions shall be slaled in the license. 

6. Whcrc itlc 1-icensing Aulhori~y has rcnson ro bclicvc lliar a 
pcrson ro whom a license has bcen grantcd has violaled or failed tocn~ilply 
wirh thc condi~ions lor the liccnsc or any provisions of [his Act orthc rulcs 
made rhereundcr, hc may. illtcr affording in the prescribed mnnncr nn 
opponunity [(I thc liccnscc 10 sho\v cause, cancel [he liccnsc or rcrusc to 
renew i ~ .  

7. ( 1 )  Any pcrson aggrieved by an ordcr 01a Liccnsing Aulhority, 
rcrusing his applicarion for liccnsc, orcancclling his license or refusing to 
renew his license or by an ordcr rclnling to any change of addrcss or 
descriplion nr variation in numbcr under sub-sec~ion (3) of seclion 5 may, 
wi~hin 30 days or [he dale of service of such ordcr, prcIcr an appeal 
ngi~ins~ sucll order to [he Appella~e Authorily in ~ h c  prcscribed manner. 

(2) ?hc Appclla~e Authorily shall deal with thc appeal i n  [he 
prcsurihcd manncr and sllall pass such order as i t  dccms LI. 

8. No order made by, and no proceedings before, a Liccnhing 
Authority or an Appcllarc Au~horily shall be called in qucs~ion in any 
Civil or Criminal Courl. 

9. ( 1  ) No~wihs1nndinganyd1i1igconrainedin thc foregoing sccuons, 
~l lc  Slale Govcmmcnr may, a! any lime aFrer the datc on which this Acl has 
come inlo force in any area, dzclarc, by notiticalion, such area or any pan 
lhereof as a prohibi~ed area i f  il ~ l~ inks  t-11 so LO do in the public interest. 

'Thc words !v:liin l ~ s q u y c  hnckc~s !t.ctt substikuted for thc word "licpr" by s, 4(b) or . .. , .. . . --/ .. . . - . . .., ,. F , n-,.. 
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(2) No Class B license shall bc issucd in respec1 of any prcmiscs or 
placc within n prohibiled area and any such liccnsc already issued or in 
force in respcct of any pren~ises or placc i n  such area shall sland canccllcd 
on rhc cxpiry of six months from the date of the issuc of [he nolification 
undcr sub-section (1) or of [he remaining period or license whichever is 
carlier. 

'9A. (1) At any limc arter the West Bengal Calrlc Licensing Rcstrictrd 

(Amcndmenl) Acl, 1976, comes into force in any urban area, ihc Statc 
mas. 

Govcrninent may, nowilhsranding anylhing conraincd in  h e  foregoing 
sections, if it thinks f i t  so to do in  h e  public interest, declare such area or 
any part [hereof as a reslrictcd arca. 

(2) No class C liccnse shall be issued for imponing c a ~ ~ l e  into a 
resrricrcd xca: 

Provided !hat,- 

(a) a Class C license may be granlcd to thc holder of a Class A 
license; 

(b) no license shall be necessary for imponing c a ~ l e  inlo a 
restricted area by h e  Ccntral Governnient or the Starc 
Governmen~oralocal auhorityoraGovernrnen~undc~aking; 

(c) the licensing aurhorily may, if it thinks fir so lo do in (he 
public interesr, gram Class C license 10 any person for 
importing ca!rlc into a reshcted area with prior approval of 
the State Govemmcnt. 

10. ' l l c  Liccnsing Authoricy or any officer of thc Srnre Government Po"crto 
cnlcr or 

aurhorizcd by him by an order in wriiingin !his bchalforany police officer ,,,Fp 
o f  and above the rank of a Sub-Inspcctor shall have power ta cntcr or premises or 

place, inspcct at timc bcrween sunrise and sunset, any prcmiscs or place 
si~uate in any area in which [his Act has comc into lorce,- 

( i )  in ordcr to view any cattle, or the arrangernenls for kccping 
cattle. in respect orwhich an application for a license has becn 
made or a license has becn issucd: or 

( i i )  in order 10 accrtain ilany cattlc2[have been or are being kept 
or imponed] in violarion of thc condilions of a license or !he 
provisions of this ACL or thc rules made thereunder. if he has 
rcason la bclicvc that carlle '[have been or are being so kcpt 
or so irnpancdl. 

'Sccrion 9A rvm inscncd by s. 5 ofthc Wcsr Bengal Cat~leLicensing (Atncndtncnt) Act, 
1976 ( W c s ~  Bcn. ACL XLII of 1976). 

?he words wi~hin thcsqum bnckcts wen: substituted for he words "mbcing kcpl" by 
s. 6(ala ibid. 

'Tlic w d s  within h c  squm bnckcts wcrc subsiitured for rk rvords "m k i n g  so kcpt" . < ,  ..., 



[West Bcn. Act 

. - ... . . . . .. 
. .  - 

. , .  

- ,  . .  . Srizuw. . . 

rorfciUrt. '11. Notwirhstnnding anything conlained in [hc Code of Criminal 2 or 1974. 

C ~ C .  Procedure, 1973 or in any other law for [he rimc bcing in force,- 

(1)  rhc Licensing Authority or any officer authorised by him in 
rllis bchalf or any policc-officer not bclow the rank of Sub- 
Inspector may. having reason to bclieve thar ~ h c  provisions 
of [his A a  have becn conrravened in rcspcct of any caiilc or 
ilrricle used for running a C;liaral, scizc s u c l ~  cattlc orarlicle or 
both aftercompliance. as ncarly as may bc. with  hep provisions 

- OF scction 100 of rhc Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 
relaiiog ro scarch and scizurc; 

(2) [he Licensing Authorily or ~ h c  officer aurhorised by him or 
the police-officcr seizing thc cnltle or aniclc or borh shall 
forthwi~h subrni t lo thc officer-in-chargc of !he policeslation 
h:iving jurisdicrion over (112 arca a repor1 in writing with 
rcspecc lo such seizure; 

(3) thc Licensing Authorily or [he orficcr authoriscd by him or 
[hc police-ofliccrscizing thc cattlc or micle under clause (1) 
slial l arrange for rhc custody and mainlenanoe of such cartle 
and article and shall forihwich submit a report (stating rhc 
contraventic~n of the of this Acl and the placc 
wherelrom, tllc persons from whom and (hc circumsranccs 
undcr wich the calrlc and the arlicle havc bcen seizcd) to I he 
Authorised Officer having jurisdiction; 

(4) on rcccipt of the rcport submilrcd under clausc (3). the 
Aulhorised Ofiiccr may, if he  considers it expcdicnl so to do, 
direct [he praduc~ion of h e  cartte and [he arricle seized and 
(whether or not any prosecurion has been inslituted for 
cuntravenuon orrhc provisions OF this AcI), j l  hc is satisfied 
thntlhere I I ~ I S  bccn conrravcnlion of the provisionsof h i s  Acr 
in respccr of [he car~lc and rhc arliclc seized, may order 
forIeiturc of such caule and &clc; 

(5) no order forfeiting the carllc and the article seized shaIl be 
madc by the Aurhoriscd Officer undcr clause (4) unIess [he 
owner of thc cartle and the article seized or [he person from 
whom they have bccn scized- 

(a) is given a notice in writing in [he rnanncr prescribed 
informing him or thc grounds on which il is proposed to 

- rorfei~ the ca111c ond [he articlc, 

'Sccrion I I was substi~ukd [or thc original srclion by s. 4 of !he JVcsi Bcngf Ca111c 
L~ccns in~(A~i~endmen~)Act ,  198J(\VcslBcn. Acr XXXVlo11981). Priorrorhissubs~iruuon 
thcwods"siihcrordcrrhe ca~~lcrobc rclr;usedof'wcrc o~niltrd, insub-scction (3)of original 
scclion 1 1 .  by s. 7 of 1l1c W a r  Brngd CLulz Licensing (Arncndrnenl) ACI, 1976 (Wcsr Ben. 
4r1 Y l  11 r>C 11)7hl 
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(b) is given an opporruni~y of making a representation in 
wiring wihin such reasonable time as may bc spccificd 
in the notice against the grounds of forfeiture, and 

{c) is given a reasonable opportunily of bcing heard in [he 
mattcr; 

(6) h e  Aulhorised Officer may also, if  he considers it expedien~ 
so to d o  for avoiding imminent danger to the cattlc or thc 
arlicle seized, pass orders for h e  custody of such cattle and 
adclein a Government farm or for the salc of such cattle and 
xticlc by public aucuon and for deposit of h e  salc procceds 
in a Government mcxury. 

~plurruriorr.-"Government farm" shall mcan a a m  
maintkncd and managed by the State Government; 

(7) thc Sratc Government shall a p p o i n ~  an officer, not below h e  
rank or a Dislrict Sudgc. as h e  Appellale Officer to hear 
appeal against the order of Forfeilure madc undcr clause (4) 
by the Aulhoriscd Olficcr; 

(8) any pcson aggrieved by an order of forfeiture madc by Lhc 
Authorised Officer under clause (4) may, wihin a period of 
thirty days from h c  dale of communication of the order of 
forfeiture, prefer an appeal ro the AppelIale Officer who 
shall, a h  giving an opponunity 10 the appellant lo bc hcard, 
pass such ordcr as hc may think fit, confirming, modifying or 
annulling the order appealed against; 

(9) where an order appeded against is modzed or annulled by 
[he Appellale Officer orwhere, in a proscculion inslirured for 
[he conuavenrion of the provjsions or this Act in  rcspecr of 
which an ordcr of forfcilure has been made under clause (4). 
thc person concerned is acquitted, the carlle and rhc article 
scizcd shall bcrclurncd ro heowner or the person hornwhom 
seized or i F  it is not possible to return such catllc and ariicle, 
such owncr or person shall be enritled to h e  recovery of the 
sale procecds of such cattle and ariicle that may be lying in 
d e p o s i ~ i n   he Governmenl treasury aitcr dcducling therefrom 
the cos t of seizure and rnansport of such cattlc and aniclc, h e  
cost OF maintaining the car~lc during [he period intervening 
the seizure, and the sale by public auclion, of the cattle. and 
also rhc cosr incurred for holding the salc by public auction: 

Provided that [he cost of maintenance of he caule during 
the period as aforesaid shall bedetermined in such manner as 
mav be nrescribed: 
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( 1  0) an ordcrmade by the Authorjscd Officer shall, subjcc~ to any 
order of rhe Appellatc Oficer, bc final and sllall no1 be callcd 
in question in any coun, tribunal or othcr authority; 

( 1 1 )  in rclu~ion to any cattle or ardclc scized undcr clause ( I ) ,  he 
Aurl~oriscd Officcr or, as the cast may be, thc Appellatc 
Officer appoin~ed undcr clause (7) shall have and any court, 
lribullal or othcr authority shall not havc jurisdiclion ro make 
ordcr with regard to the posscssion. delivcry. disposal or 
distribu~ion of such calrle or ar~iclc. 

( 1  ) Any pcrson, who- 

( i )  conrravcoes [he provisions of scclion 3, or 
' ( i i )  bcing rhc holder of Class A licensc sclls milk in any urban 

area or in any par1 of it .  or 

(iii) kccps catrlc in any prcrnises or plncc differenr from thar 
mcritioned in thc license, orZ[irnporls ca~rlc into any urban 
area withoul a Iiccnse, or] 

( iv)  ?[keeps or impons] cnrtlc in excess of ihc maximum nunlbcr 
or diffircnt in descriplion from rhar slated in rhc license, or 

(v) viola~cs or fails 10 obscn'e tbt conditions relcrrcd to in sub- 
secrion (5) of4(seclion 5, or] 

'(vi) kccps cattle in any area which has been dcclared to bc n 
prohibircd area undcr sub-sectiofl ( I )  of section 9, withour a 
I icensc, '[or] , 

'(vii) imports calrlc into an area dcclared 10 hc a resuiclcd area 
under sub-scction ( 1 )  of secrion 9A wirl~our a licensc, 

'[shall be punishable wilh imprisonment fur a rerm which may cxrcnd to 
rhrcc ycnrs or wirh fine which may exlend ro three lhousand rupees or with 
b0th.J 

'Clause(ii) wassub~lilurcd forthc original ctausc by s- 5(a)(i) ol1k Wesl Bengal Carte 
Liccnsing (Alucndmcnt) Acl, 1984 (\Vest Bcn. Act XXXVI of 1984). 

'Thc words within rhc s q u m  biackcrs wcm inserted by s, B(a)(i) ofrhc Wcsl Bengal 
C?Itlc Liccnsing (Amendtncn~) Act, 1976 (Wcst Ben. Aci XLll oi 1976). 

'Thewords wilhinrhcsqum hmkcls+~~crr:substiruredf~rrhc word "kccps" by s- R(a)(ii). 
illill. 

'Thc wor35md Tr yrervirhinthc squat  brackca~vcresubsrilurcd lnrthcword ~d figure 
"s~r ion  S' by s. 7(I)(a)ofihc Wcst Bcngd ~nl~Liccnsing(Amedmcn~)  Act. 1965 (West 
Acn. Act I of 19651. 

'Clause [vi) wa~ insencd by s. ? ( l  )(b), ilrirl, 
LThc word "of' was inscncd by s. 8(a)(iii) OF lhe Wesr Bcngal Cn111c Liccnring 

(Amcndmcn~) Ad, I976 (~VCSI Bcn. Acl XLllo1 1976). 
'Clausc (vii) t;ir inscdcd by s. Ll(a)(iv), ibid 
'Thc wordswi~hin~hesqumbnckenwcrcsu~ti~uted lorthe\vordr "shall bc punishable 

with imprisdnmenr for a [em which Inay eer~cnd to sir months or with b r :  not cxcccding 
onc th~usand NPCCS or with boih." by s. S(a){ii) of  Ihr Wcsr Bcngal Cmlc Liccnsing 
(Aniendmcnll Acl. 1984 (Wcs Rm. Act XXXVI  o f  1984) 



'(2) Evcry offence undcr [his Act shall bc cognizable and non- 
bailable. 

? * * * * * * * * * ,  

513. ( 1 )  Thc Slab Govcrnn~enr may, by notificarion, makc rulcs [or Power 10 
makt rulcs. carrying oul lhc purposes of illis Act. 

(2) Inpar!icuInrand wi[hou~prejudicc lo rhcgeneraliry ofrhc rorcgoing 
powcr, such rules m a y  providc for all or any of ~ h c  matrcrs which nlay be 
or arc rcquircd ro be prescribed or madc by rules. 

14. Thc Sme Governrncnt may, by wrilicn ordcr, exempt any Po"erlo 
cxcmpr. inslitulic~n, nudlori~y or persun from rhc operation of this Acl on such 

condirions as ir ]nay [link fit, in  rcspcct of [he '[keeping or importing] of 
such nurnkr nnd descrip~ion ofcaulc as may be spccificd, for a scientific, 
cducntionnl or public purposc, iCin iu opinion, i~ is ncccssary so to do in 
~ t l c  public intcres~. 

15. No suit or proceeding shall lic against [he Srnrc Gouert~menr and 'ndcmi ty -  

no s u i ~ ,  proceeding or prosccu l ion  shall lie against any officer of [he Slatc 

Government for any~hing in good failh donc or inlended to hc dont: i n  
pursuance of this Act or any rules or ordcrs made thereunder. 

16. ( 1 )  Thc provisions of this Act shall liave effect norwilhsranding Acq (0 
ovumdc 

anytlling to rhc conuary in any other Acl. other 
c.nactrncnLli. 

(2) Subject 10 thc provisions of sub-scction (I) ,  the provisiansof this 
Acl shall be in addition ro, and not in derogation or, [he provision of, [he 

"'CCl BCn. Calculla Municipal Acl, 1951, [he Bcngnl Municipal Act, 1932, and the 
Acl XXXII I  
or 1951, Chaiidernaporc Municipal Act, 1955. 
Ucn. Acl XV 
or 1931. 
\Vcsr Ucn. 
A ~ I  XVIII or 
1955. 

- - - - 

'Sub-scc~ion (1) was subs~irutcd forrhc onbind sub-section by s- 5(b) ofrhc WCSI Bengal 
Ci!llc Licensing (hnbcndmenr) ACI. 1984 LWcsl Bcn. Act XXXVl or 1984). 

-Sub-*cc!ion (3) wzs oluittcd by s. 5(c), ibjd. 
'Sub-srcriun (1) wx o~nittzd by s. 5(d), ihid. 
'Scctinn 17 was subsriturd Tor rheoriginal scclion by s. 6, ibirl. 
'Thc words wilhin Ihc squlrc hnclrets wcre subslirurcJ lor thc word "kmpirig" by s. 9 of 

rhc \Vcqr Rcnsnl Calrle Licmcine (Anlcndnicnil Acl. 197h IlVc.s~ Bcn. Acl XLIl or 19761, 




