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West Bengal Act VI of 1966' 

THE WEST BENGAL COLD STORAGE (LICENSING 
AND REGULATION) ACT, 1966. 

AMENDED . . . . West Ben. Aci LXXI of 1975. 

An Act 10 provide for licetrsirrg, srrpervisiorl otrd con~rol oj cold 
storages. 

WHEREAS it is expcdienl to provide in the public inlerest for h e  li- 
censing, supervision and control of cold sloragcs in West  eng gal and to 
deal with matters incidenlal Iherclo; , 

AND WHEREAS previous smcrion of [he President under the proviso 
LO clause (b) of arlicle 304 of the Constitution of India has been 
obtained; 

Ii is hereby enacted in the Sixteenlh Year of the Republic of India, by 
the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:- 

CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary. 

1. ( I ) This Acl may be called the West Bengal Cold Storage Shontitlc, 

(Licensing and Regulation) Act, 1966. cxrcnr and 
mmmcrce- 

(2) I t  extends lo [he whole of West Bengal. mnr. 

(3) I1 shall come inlo force1 on such date or dates and in such area or 
areas as the State Government may, by notification in h e  OJlSccial Ga- 
zelle, appoint and different dates may be appointed for different areas. 

2. In this Act, unless the context othenvise requires.- LklinjIions. 

(1) "agricultural produce" includes produce of agriculture, 
animal husbandry or horliculmre, fish, shell fish and all 
anicles of food or drink wholly or parlly made from any of 
them; 

(2) "cold storage" means an enclosed chamber insulated in the 
prescribed manner and mechanically cooled by refrigen tion 
machinery lo provide refrigcnted condiuon to things stored 
therein bur does nor includc refrigeraled cabinets and 
chilling plank having capacity of less than 28.3 168 cubic 
metres; 

'For Sbrcrncnr of O b j c c ~ ~  and Reasons. see ihe Cnlcurru Gurelre, Errraordinur); 
Put IVB. daled ihe 11th M m h ,  1965. pagc 551; Tor prmcedings of thc Wcsr B c n p l  
Lcgisla~ivc AscrnMy, see rhc pmcccdings 01 rncebngs or h a t  Assembly hcld on 16th 
Dcccrnbcr. 1965 and 5th January, 1966. 

.This Act wmc inlv rorcc on the 1st May, 1969 vidc Agri. & C.D. Dcpli. notification 
NO. 2414-SS&W.da~ed rhc 31.3.69, published in thc Colc~trh Gazerre. Errmodinuq: Pdrl I, 
dated h e  1st May, 1970. page 686. 
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[West Ben. Act 

(Cf~up~er  II.-Licetlsi~lg of cold storages.Secriot~s ZA, 3 arrd 4 . )  

I ' - . . I  

(3) "cold storage receipt' means a receipt issued by a licensee 
under section 6 and includes a duplicale receipt issued under - .  

section 8; 
'(4) "hirer" means a person who hires on payment of the 

prescribed charges space in a cold storage for sloring 
agricullural produce; 

( 5 )  "licensee" means any person to whom or any firm or 
Co-operative Sociely lo which a licence is granted under 
section 3; 

2(6) "Licensing Officer" means the Director of Agricullure 
including the Additional Direc~or of Agriculture 
(Marke~ing), Wesl Bengal and also Dislricl Magistrales 
wilhin their respective dislricts empowered by the Director 
of Agncutlure in this behalf; 

(7) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under  his 
Act; 

(8) "tern" means a period of 12 months or less ending on the 
3Ist Deccmber of any year. 

CHAPTER II. 

Licensing of coId storages. 

Conslruclion j2A. No person shall. for h e  purpose of c a v i n g  on business of 
of cold 
s longc. storing agriculluml produce, consmcl a cold slorage withoul the previous 

permission in writing of the Licensing Officer in h i s  behalf. 

Licensing or 43. No person shall start or carry on business of storing, nor any 
cold s~omgcs. such person, not being a hirer, store agricultural produce in a cold slonge, 

except under and in accordance with the terms of a licence granted under 
rhis Act: 

Provided h a t  a licensee may store agricullunl produce on his own 
accounl with permission of  the Licensing Officer in the manner 
prescribed. 

ISUC of 4. (1) Every applicalion for the gnnt of a licence under seclion 3 
Ii~cncc 
and i ~ s  shall be made in duplicate to the Licensing Oficer in such farm and in 
canccllalion. such manner and shafl -be accompanied by such fee no1 exceeding five 

hundred rupees as may be prescribed. 

'Ciause (4) wss substirurcd ror original clause by s. 2(n) or rhc \Ycs~ Dengal Cold 
Siongc (Licensing and Rcgulalion) (Amendnicnl) Acr, 1978 (Wes~ Bcn. Acr LXXl 
of 1978). 

'Clausc (6) wassubs~i\uled lor thc original by s. 2(b). ibid. 
'Scclion 2A w z  inscncdby s. 3, ibid. 
'Section 3 was substilu tcd for lhc original by s. 4. ibid. 
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(Chapter I1.-Licensing of cold sroragrs.4ect ion 4A.J 

(2) The licence shall be granled by the Licensing Oficer in such 
form and shall be subject to such conditions as may be prescribed. 

(3) Every licence granled under this Act shall be valid for a period 
or five years and may, on application by the licensee in the manner 
prescribed and on payment o r  the prescribed fee not exceeding two 
hundred rupees, be renewed from time to time for a period of two years 
on each occasion, by the Liccnsing OHicer provided such application for 
renewal i s  made at leal '[for~y-five days] before [he expiry of h e  period 
of he licence. 

(4) The Licensing Officer may, after giving  he applicanl an oppo-nu- 
nity of showing cause in such manner as may be prescribed, reruse to 
grant or renew a licence to any applicant. 

( 5 )  When a licence is lost, deslroyed, tom or defaced, the Licensing 
Omcer shall, on application made in h i s  behalf and on payment of [he 
prescribed fee, issue a duplicate licence in [he prescribed manner. 

(6) The Licensing Officer may, after giving the licensee an 
opportunity of showing cause in such manner= may be prescribed, cancel 
any licence gran~ed under this Act fur any breach of the terms and 
conditions of h e  licence or for any conwavention of [he provisions of 
this Act. 

(7) Where an applicnhon for the grant or renewal of a licence is 
refused or where a licence is cancelled the reasons ror such refusal or 
cancella[ion shaIl be recorded in writing and a copy of the same shall bc 
Furnished to the applicant. 

(8) Where an application lor the grant or renewal of a licence is  
refused. h e  fee, paid by the applicant along with the application, shall 
be refunded to him. . . 

24A. (1) Notwi~hstanding anything contained eIsewhere in this T=kingovcr 

Act, if, on the report of Le Licensing Oficer, he State Government is 
in 

satisfied that a cold storage is not being managed in accordance wilh c e d n c - .  
the provisions of this Act, h e  Stale Governmen[ may, by nolificarion 
in  he Oficial Gazette. lake over the management of such cold slonge 
for a periud of three years and appoint a person to manage the cold 
storage so Idten over on such terms and conditions as may be speciLed 
in the nolification: 

Provided t h a ~  he Stale Government may, if it thinks EL, exlend the 
period by a further period of three years but not exceeding one year at a 
time: 

- - 

'\Vords wilhin the quar t  bnckc~s wcrc suhslilulcd for the w o k  "thirly days" by s. 5 or 
~hc  W a r  Bcngal Cold S ~ o n g c  (Licensing and Rcgularion) IAmendmcnl)Act. 1978 (Wcci 
Bcn. Act LXXI or 1978), 

lScclion 4A insertcd by 5 . 6 ,  ihid. 
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PVcst Bcn. Act 

(Cl~upter TI.-Licerrsittg of cold storagfi-Secriurr 5.- 
Chaprer 111.-Cold storage recei~1rs.4ecriotls 6, 7 a d  7A.) 

:: : :.: I. 

Provided further that in the cast of a cold slorage managed by a ! '  . 
co-openlive saciety registered under any law for the timc being in 
force, h e  licensing officer shall, before making any repon. cons1111 
Lhe Registrar nppoin~zd under the West Bengal Co-operative Societies WcstBen. 
ACL, 1973. A C ~  

XXXV Ul af 
(2) On the expiry of  he period of laking over (including h e  period 1973. 

of extension, i f  arly), h e  management 01 the cald srorage shall be made 
over 10 the licensee. 

5, (1) When a licence cxpires or when the renewal of such 
licence is refused or when a liccnce is cancelled, the licensee shall forth- 
wilh rcrurn [he licence to the Licensing Officer but shall neverlhe- 
less continue 10 be liable For the agricultural produce already srored 
with him and shalt be bound by the [ems and cnndirions oF any cold 
slonge receipts already issued in respect of  any agricullural produce: 

Provided that h e  Licensing Officer may, on h e  applicalion of Lhe 
hirer, require Ihe licensee to m s f e r  any agricuIlural produce slored wirh 
liim ro anolher licensed cold storage chosen by the hirer on payment of 
the outstanding charges due to the licensee. - 

(2) Where *my liccnce is cancelled, \he Iicensee shall nor be enGlled 
to any compensnlion fierefor, nor shall he be tnlitIcd to thc rcfund of my 
fee paid by him for the licence. 

CHAPTER III. 

Cold slorage receipts. 

6. For lhc agricultural producc stored in a cold slorage by each 
hirer, [he licensee shall issue a cold storage receipr i n  the preserihed form 
containing par~icuIars relaling to lhe agricuilunl produce '[and h e  re- 
ceipt shall bear a stamp of rhe value as required under the provisions of 
the Indian Stamp ACL I899 and such stamp duty shall be paid by h e  2 1898. 
licensee.] 

7. A cold slorage receipt shall, unIess it is otherwise specified 
thereon, be mnsferable by endorscrnenl and deIivery and shall enlille 
nny hwful  holder ihereof Lo rwcivc thc agricultural produce specihed in 
it as if he were the originaI hirer. 

27A. A licensee may advance money to a hirer storing agriculrunl 
produce up to fivc quintals orb pledge urcold stomge receipt. ?he sum 
advanccd shdl bear such interest as may be prescribed. 

'iVords within the squarc bnckcu wcrc inserlcd by s. 7, of  lhe Wcst Benpl Cold 
Slomgc (1.iccnsingmd R~~u13 l ion)  (Amcnrlmcnr) ACI. 1918 (1Vcs1 Bcn, Acr LKXI or  19%). 

'Sccrion 7A w a  inscccd by s, 8 ,  itid. 
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:,(;Cfrapfer. 111.-Cold sromge receipls.-5cction 8.- 
Ctrupter IV-Durie,~ of lhe Licorsec.-Secti~ns 9, 10.) 

. " . , t i : .  1 1 : :  I[:'- ,'.. , , ... .. .'. 
, ., .. . 

8. I f  a ;old storage receipl is losr, deslroyed. lorn or defaced. the ouplimte , .  . . . .... . .. 

licensee shall, on application by the hircr and on payrnenl by him of the "Id."tan6C 

prescribed fee, issue-a duplica~e coId sloragc receipl in accordmcc with 
RCXIPI. 

such rules as may be prescribed. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Duties of the Licensee. 

9. '1 1) Every licensee shall take such careof h e  agticultun~ produce Ruwnable  
stored in his cold storage as a man of ordinary prudence would take care ~ ~ { ~ ~ 1  
of his own goods under simi lar circumstances and shalt provide the hirers producc 

concerned'with all reasonable facilities for inspccrion, weighing, s r O ~ -  

measuring, sampling and grading of the agricul tun1 produce stored, in 
such manner as may be prescribed. 

'(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (2) of secuon 10, no 
licensee shall, withour any reasonable excuse, refuse space lo a hirer, 
being a co-operative society or a grower of agricultural produce, offering 
to store agricultural produce up ro [en quintals: 

Provided that any dispute arising in this respect may forhwith be 
referred to the District Agricul~ural Markcring Officer or [he Sub- 
Divisional Agricullunl Oficer having jurisdiction avcr the area where 
the cold storage is located or such olher oKicer as the Licensing Officer 
may nominale in this behalf. Such Officer shaIl as far as possible give 
his award in respecl of the dispute within seven days and the said award 
shall be final and binding on (he parlies to rhc dispute. In giving the 
award such ofTicer shalI be competent lo order payment O F  compensation 
for my loss or damage suffered by either of the parties to h e  dispule and 
payment of cornpensa~ion shall be effected wilhin seven days from the 
date of the award. Any Failure to compIy with the award shall be a 
conIravention of [he provisions of this Acl. 

10. ?(1) (a) Every licensee shall maintain his cold stange including 
DUC 

generator of adequale capacity in accordance with such terms and ?'';Yrnm 
conditions of Ihe licence and in conformity with such sanitary, eIecuical 
and olher requirements as may be prescribed. 

(b) No licensee shall effect any improvement, renovation or addition 
lo a cold slonge without the previous permission ofthe Licensing Officer 
in such manner m may be prescribed. 

'Scclion 9 was rcnumbercd as sub-sccrion ( I )  of that scction and ancr sub-sccuon (1) a< 
so rcnumkred, sub-sccrion (2) was inscncd by d .  9 of the \VEX Bcngal Cold Stongc (U- 
ccnsing md Regulotion) (Amcndrncnr) Act. 1978 (iVc(1 Ben. Acr LXXI or 1978). 

'Subsccrion ( I )  w;ls substituted Tor the original subsccrion by s. 10, ibirl. 
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[Wkt Ben. Act 

(Clroprer IV-Duries of the Licc11see.-Sec1iorz~,~I~1~~~3.) 
:' , i! i , , i >  !\;:I,' 1 

Expla~tarion.--The expression 'improvement' means any major work 
involving a basic change in the refrigeralion syskm, butidoes not include 
minor Funclional adjustment. : : , :  :,. ;:, 

(2) No licensee shall acckpl for storing any agricu'lLral produce which 
is likely lo cause damage lo other agricultural produce that has bccn or 
may be slorcd in the same cold storage. 

(3) If therc is any dispule as to whether any agricultural product 
proposed to be stored in a cold sloragc is likely lo causc damage lo any 
othcr agricultural produce that has been or rnay be slored in the same 
cold slomge. the mailer shall bc referred to the Licensing Officcr whose 
decision lhereon shall be final. 

11. Every Iicensee shall keep the agricultunl produce o f  one hirer 
separate from ~e agriculmmI produce of other hirers and from other 
agricultural produce OF the same hircr for which a separate receipt has 
been issued. in such a manner as to permit at all limes of lhc identification 
and delivery o f  the agricultural produce stored in his cold storage. 

12. (1) Whenever agricullural produce stored in a cold storage 
dereriorates or shows signs thal it is aboul to deleriontc From causes 
beyond h e  conrrol ofrhe licensee, [he Iicensee shall forihwith give nolice 
of the fact to h e  Licensing Oficct  m d  to the hirer requiring Ihe hirer to 
take delivery of the agricultural produce immediately, after surrendering 
the cold storage receipl duly discharged and paying all charges due co 
ihe Iicensee. 

(2) Lf Ihe hirer does not, within a reasonable time, comply with the 
notice given lo him under sub-section (11, the Iicensee may cause h e  
agricultural produce to be removed horn the cold slorage and sold in [he 
prescribed manner by public auction a1 [he cost and risk of h e  hirer. 

(3) The proceeds of n sale held undcr sub-section (2) shall be made 
over by lhc licensee lo [he hirer after deducting therefrom all amounts 
duc to the licensee on account of charges for the sloring of rhe agricullural 
produce and the costs of the sale. 

13. ( I )  For the purpose of sub-section ( 1 )  of section 12, loss of weight 
or bulk by dryage or shrinkage or  gain in weight or hulk by absorption of 
moisture shall no1 bc deemed LO amount lo dereriornrion or showing 
signs of dclerioration, if the loss or gain does not exceed such lirnils as 
may be prcscri bed. 

(2) If there is any excess in the weight or bulk of agricultural produce 
stored in a cold storagc by absorption of moisture or olher causes, the 
licensee shall not be entirled to such excess. 



T f ~ e  Wesr Bellgal Cold Slorage (Licc~isit~g a ~ ~ d  Regirlation) Acr, 1966. 

(3) If thcrc is any shortagc in the agricultunl produce stored in a 
,, cold storage by dryage or shrinkage or other causcs beyond the conlrol of '' the liccnsee, the licensee shall not be responsible therefor. 

(4) In the event af a dispute arising as to whelher such shonage or 
excess i s  due to dryage or shrinkage or absorption of moisture or is due 
to o h c r  causes beyond the conlrol of h e  licensee, h e  mailer shall be 
referred to the Licensing Officer whose decision (hereon shall be finaI. 

14. (1) Every licensee shall, in ~ h c  absence of reasonable excuse, Deliycry of 

wilhout unnecessary delay, deliver [he agricul[uml produce stored in his ;$:Em' 
cold srorage to the hirer on demand made by him and on surrender of the 
cold storage receipt duly discharged and payment of all charges due lo 
the licensee. 

(2) Subjecl lo any agreement between the licensee and he hirer, the 
hirer may lake delivery of pad of Ihe agricultunl produce stored in a 
cold storage. 

'15. Cold storage building, cold storage machinery and the Insumceor 
agriculturial producc stored in a cold slonge shall be insured against agticuItuml 

pmducc in 
such items of risks and with such lnsumnce Company or Companies as ,~d ,,,,E, 
may be determined by the Licensing Officer from time to time: 

Provided thatpro-rara premium in respect of the agricultural produce 
only shall be paid by [he hirer in such manner as may be prescribed. 

16. Save as provided in sub-section (2) of section 10. no licensee, in man 
the conducr of his business, shall refuse to accepl for sloring in his cold pmhibild. 

storage, agriculrural produce tendered by any person when there is 
accommodation in his cold storage for storing such agricultural produce. 

17. A liccnscc shall maintain such accounts, books and records and Amunk, 
in such form and manner as may be prescribed. CIC., lo bc 

minmined. 

*18. ( I )  Evcry licensee shall submit LO the Liccnsing Officer such Submission 

fortnighlly returns and olher relums as the Licensing Officcr may require O ~ ~ C L U ~ S .  

in such form and in such manner 3s may be prescribed, in respec1 of 
each class of agncultunl produce stored by him or his hirers. 

(2) Any conrnvention of the provisions of sub-section ( I )  shall be 
punishable under section 21. 

19. Every licensee shall be bound to comply with such dircclion or Limn*lo 

order as may be issued to him by h e  Licensing OFficer under this Act zzL:h 
and any Failure to comply with such direction or order within the period 
of thirty days shall be deemed to be conravenlion by the licensee of the 
provisions of this Act. 

'Section 15 w&< rubsliturcd Ior the original scclion by s. 1 1 o l  [he Wcsr Bcngal Cold 
Slongc (Liccnsing and Regulation) (Amendment) Acr, 1978 (Wcsr Bcn. Act LXXl or 1978). 

'Section 1% subslitutcd Tor the original seclion by s. 12, ibid. 
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'19A. (1) A l icensee shall ,  before transferring his cold 
stonge, give previous nolice to the Licensing Officcr in such form and 
wilhin such lime as may be prescribed. 

(2) On receipt of [he noticc under sub-section (I)  the Licensing 
Officer shdI inspect the cold storage and may issue such direction 10 the 
licensee as may be necessary in respecl o l  h e  agricultunl produce stored 
in such cold storage. 

(3) Nolwithslanding such rnnsfer the licensee shall continue to be 
liable for the agricultunl produce already stored with him and shall be 
bound by  he terms and conditions of any  cold storage receipt already 
issued in rcspect OF any agricultunl produce. 

CHAPTER V. 

Miscellaneous. 

20. The Licensing Officer may with a view ro securing compliance 
w i h  rhis Acr- 

(a) require any licensee to give any information which may be 
required by the Licensing Officer with rcspect to the cold 
stonge run by lhe liccnsee, 

(b) enter upon and inspect [he premises, books and other 
relevant documents of any liccnsee at any time with a view 
to sarisfying himself thar Ihe requirements of rhis Act are 
being complied with, 

(c) collect, on payment, samples of agricultural produce stored 
in any cold storage and gel h e m  analysed at any Lib~rfitory 
selected Tor the purpose. and . 

(d) prohibit by on order in writing furlher storage or  disposal 
of any agnculturdl produce in respect of which he has reason 
to believe thar any contravention of h i s  Act has taken place. 

*20A. In case of any dispule berween the licensee and he hirer in 
respect of weighing. measurement, sampling, grading and payment of 
cornpensadon. such dispute shall be referred 10 the Licensing Oficer 
whose decision in the matter shall be Final. The Licensing Officer shall 
also decide nny dispute arising our of the provisions of section 12 
regarding damage io or deterioration of agriculluml produce stored in a 
cold sloragc. 

'Scclion 19A was inscncd by s. 13 or thc Wcsr Bengal Cold Storage (Licensing and 
Regulorion) (Amcndmenr) Act, 1978 (W~ct Bcn. Act LXKl or 1978). 

'Sccrions 20A lo 20E werc inscncd by s. 14. ibid. 
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'20B. (1) Thc Stale Government may, with a view to securing expert 
, opinion For efficienr management of cold storage. constitute, by 

notification in the Ojjjcirrl Gaz~.tre, one or more expert cornmiltees with 
such number of oficial and non-official members and on such terms and 
conditions s may be prescribed. 

(2) The members of the expert commitlcc shall be appointed by lhe 
Stare Governmcnl. 

(3) The State Governmen1 shall appoint one of the members as the 
Chairman and anorher as Convenor. 

(4) The expert cornmiltee shall subrnir ils report along with 
recornmendalion lo the State Government within such period as may be 
fixed by h e  State Governmcnl: 

Provided that the Stale Government may vary, alter or add to  he 
terns and condilions referred 10 in sub-sec~ion ( 1 )  as may be necessary 
and may also extend the period referred ro in sub-scclion (4). . 

'20C. On recejpl of rhe report and h e  recornmendalion of h e  expert 

cornmilice under section 20B, the S a l e  Government shall qxaminc the 

same and may issue such direction or order as i t  thinks Lit and proper: 

Pmvided that ihe State Government may, if il considers it necessary 
so lo do in the public intcrcst, modify, alter or rescind [he direclion or 
order. 

'20D. Every licensee shall be bound to comply with the direction or 
order issued by Ihc State Government under section 20C, within such 
period as may be specihed lhekin and fdilure lo comply wiih such 
direclion or order shall be a conlravenlion of the provisions of this Acr. 

'20E. If at any lime the Slate Government considers il nccessary so 
10 do, it may, by notification in h e  Oficial Gazerre, dissolve any experl 
cornmiltec conslitu~ed under section 20B. 

21. (1) Any person, who starts or carries on a cold sronge business 
or stores agricultural produce in a cold starage wirhour having a valid 
licence under this Act or conlnvenes my provision of this Act or the 
rules  made thereunder orcancels, destroys, rnulilates or defaces any book 
or olher document with a view to evading the provisions of this Act, 
shall be punishable wilh imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
six months or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees or 
wilh both and for continuance of such con~nvention the person concerned 

'See fwr-nolc 20n page 44, onre. 
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shall be liable to an addidonal fine of fifiy rupees per day so long as thc 
contravention continues or so long as the orders and direclions validly 
given are not complied with. 

(2) Where an offencc punishable under this section is cornmittcd by 
any crnployee or  agenr of a trader on behalf of such rnder, such uader, 
unless he proves that the offence was committed by his employee or 

. ugcnl wilhoul his knowledge and without his consenl, and his e~nployee 
or agent by whom the orfcncc was committed, shall both be deemed to be 
guilly of the offence. 

(3) If the person commitling an offence punishable under sub- 
section (1) i s  a company, the company and every direclot, manager, 
secreiay or agent of  he company, unless such direclor, manager, secretary 
or agent proves thar [he offence was commiued without his knowledge 
or conscnt, shall be deemed robe guilty of the offcncc and shall be Iiable 
to be proceeded against and punished. 

22. (1) An offence punishable undcr this Act shall be cognizable. 

- (2) Any police officer not below [he rank of a Sub-Inspector of 
Policc m q  arrest without warrant any person against whom a reasonable 
complaint has been made or credible infomaiion has been received of 
his having been cancemed in any offence punishable under this Act. 

23. [(Conrracr or agreertrcnt form).-Ottritted by 5, 15 of the West 
Bet~gul Culrl Storage (Licetrsirzg ovd Regrrlariorr) (A~rre~lrlrrre~~r)Act, I978 
{Wesr Ben. Act LXXI of 197811. 

'24. (1) In thc evenr of any loss of or deterioration in any agriculiural 
produce s!ored in a coid slonge caused on account of any negligence of 
the licensee or any defect in the refrigeration machinery, the hirer may, 
within thirty days horn the date of deteciion o i  such low or dctcriomtion 
by him, apply in writing to thc Licensing Officer for assessing the 
compensation payable by the licensee on account of such loss or 
deterioralion. 

Erplar~ariot~.-In this sub-scc~ion burden of proof h a t  the loss or 
dclerioration was caused beyond the control of the licensee shall lie on 
the licensee. 

(2) The Licensing Oficer on receipr of an application under sub- 
section ( I )  shall cause an enquiry 10 be made in accordance wirh such 
procedure as may be prescribed and shall also assess the amount of 
cornpensalion payable by the licensee to the hirer. 

'Scclion 24 rvns subsrirurcd for h e  original scction by s. 16 or thc WCF~ B c n p I  Cold 
Slomgc (Licensing and Rcgulnrian) (Amcndmcnr)Acl, 1978 (Wesr Ben. Acr LXXl of 1978). 



(3) The Licensing Officer may also on his own motion cause the 
2: enquiry to be made in (he malter of any loss or deterioration in any 

agriculrural produce srored in a cold slorage and pass such orders as to 
the amount OF conlpensation payable by the licensee to the hirer as he 
thinks proper and just. 

(4) In case of any dispute between rhc licensee and the hirer as lo [he 
amount of compensalion to be paid, the Licensing Officer shall seltle rhe 
dispute as cxpediliously as possible and shall also moke an order derer- 
mining the amount of compensalion payable by the Iicensee who shall 
make payrnenr of rht compensa~ion to rhc hirer within two monlhs from 
the date of rhc order, whether any claim against insurance of any, is settled 
or noi. 

(5) In determining the amount of cornpcnsation payable by the Iic- 
ensee, the Licensing Oficer shall take into account the markct price of 
the agricultural produce at Ihe rime of dereciion of loss w deteriorilion: 

Provided h a 1  in case of agricultunl produce stored for seed purposes, 
such amount of compensalion shall be lwenly per cctlr. higher than that 
of other agriculcunl purposes. 

(6) If h e  compensation or any porlion of i r  remains unpaid afrer the 
dare specified in the order passed under sub-section (4). the same shall 
be recoverable as an m e a t  of land revenue. ' 

(7) The licensee shall also be required to furnish farlnighlly repons 
regarding sttllement of compcnsation cases. 

'25. ( 1 )  The Starc Government shall, by nolificalion in the Oflcial Tribunal. 
Gazerte, constitule a Tribunal consisting of three members of whom one 
shall be an oficer of Ihc Central Government and h e  others of [he Srate 
Government. 

(2) The Tribunal shall meet at such rimes and plnccs and shall 
observe such procedure in regard 10 the tnnsaclion of business at its meet- 
ings as may be prescribed. 

(3) Any person aggrieved by an order of the Licensing Officer- 
- (a) refusing permission under seclion 2A, or ' 

(b) refusing to grant or renew a licence or cancelIing a licence 
under section 4, or 

(c] refusing permission under clause (b) of sub-section (1) of 
seclion 10. or 

(d) assessing compensaljon under section 24, 
may, within Lhirty days from the date of such order, prefer an appeal to 
h e  Tribunal, and the dicision of the Tribunal thereon shall be final. 

'Scchn 25 w;ls substituted Tor ~ h t  original section by s. 17 or rhe Wcsr Bcngal C d e  
Storage (Liccnsing and Rcguln~ion) (Amcndmcnl) Acr. 1978 (\Vat Bcn. Act LXXI of 1978). 
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(4) Appeals, if any, pending before the Slate Government or the 
Director of Agriculture, West Bengal, on the date of conling into force of 
the Wcs! Bengal Cold Storagc (Licensing and Regularion) (Amcndment) 
Acl, 1978, shall be disposed of by lhe State Government or Ihe Direclor 
oFAgricutture, West Bengal, as the case may be. 

26. No suit or legal proceeding shall lie against the State Government 
and no suil, procecution or legal proceeding shall lie against any person 
for anything in good faith donc or intended 10 bc donc undcr [his Acr or 
the rules made lhereunder. 

'26A. No order made in exercise of any power conferred by or  
under this Act shall be called in question in any court. 

27. The Licensing Oficer  appointed under h i s  Act shall be deemed 
to be a public servanl within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian AcrXLVof 

Penal Code. 1860. 

228. The Stale Government may, by notification in the Oficial Gazelre, 
and for reasons to be recorded in writing:cxempt any liccnsee lrom the 
openlion of all or any of the provisions of lhis Acl: 

Provided [hat the Slate Government may, subject 10 such conditions 
and restrictions as it may impose, delegate the power under this section to 
[he Licensing OFFicer. , 

29. (1) The State Government may, by nolificadon in thc Oflcial 
Guzerre. make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In par~icular and without prejudice to the generality of [he 
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following 
matrers, namely:- 

(a) any marter which, under any provision of his Act, either 
expressly or  by implication, is required to be prescribed or 

- lo be provided for by rules; 

(b) the granring of liccnces by h e  Licensing Officer ro persons 
emirling h e m  lo act as weighers, measurers, samplers and 
graders of any agricullural produce slored or lo be stored in 
a cold storage including rhc manncr of making applications, 
fees to be paid, and qualifications necessary, for Ihe purpose, 
the period of validity, the method of obtaining renewal 
together with thc fces to bc paid for such rencwal, or the 
grounds of cancellarion, of such licences, and h e  facililies 
to be granled and the aulhorilies to be exercised by the 
holders of such licences; 

(c) priorities to be allowed lo co-operarive societies for storing 
their agricultunl produce i n  a cold slonge. 

'Scction 26A was inserled by s. I8 of  lhc \Ve.~t Bcngnl Cold Slongc (Liccnsing and 
Regulnrion) (Amendmcnr) Act, 1978 (Wcsl Dcn. Act LXXI of 1978). 

'Seclion 28 w a  subslituled Ior the original section by 5. 19, ibid. 




